MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF
THE BOARD OF EDUCATION
SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 85 (VANCOUVER ISLAND NORTH)

April 13, 2026
Immediately following COW
CALL TO ORDER:

The meeting was called to order by Leightan Wishart, Chairperson of the Board of
Education, at the School Board Office, Port Hardy, B.C. at 5:41 pm with the
following in attendance:

Leightan Wishart, Chair Regrets: Kat Tiepkema, Trustee
Jeff Field, Vice-Chair

Janet Deane, Trustee (Zoom)

Lawrie Garrett, Trustee

Eric Hunter, Trustee

Carol Prescott, Trustee (Zoom)

Laci Zimmermann, Student Trustee

Sierra Watson, Student Trustee

WELCOME Chair Wishart opened the meeting by acknowledging the
traditional territories of the Kwakwaka'wakw.

APPROVAL OF Deane/Field:
MINUTES That the regular meeting minutes of the March 9, 2026
14/26 meeting be approved as circulated.
CARRIED
ADDITIONS TO THE Field Trips / Rena Sweeney
AGENDA
ADOPTION OF Deane/Garrett:
AGENDA That the regular agenda be adopted as amended.
15726 CARRIED

CORRESPONDENCE No correspondence.

PRESENTATION No presentation.
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DISTRICT REPORTS:

SUPERINTENDENT
REPORT

DISBURSEMENTS
MARCH
16/26

CAPITAL PLAN
BYLAW 2026/27

17/26

18/26

19/26

Superintendent Christina MacDonald reported on a recent
announcement confirming an additional two years of
funding for the District Principal of Early Learning and Child
Care position. The district will also receive a $5,000 grant for
the Early Childhood Education dual credit program.

She noted that Wednesday, April 15 is Bus Driver Appreciation
Day and encouraged recognition of the district’s dedicated
bus drivers.

Superintendent MacDonald also shared highlights from the
BCSTA AGM, including recognition of Leightan Wishart and
Carol Prescott for lifetime memberships, and Jeff Field and
Eric Hunter for 16 years of service.

Additional topics discussed included the upcoming Moose
Hide Day, Duty to Report, and the Regional Science Fair.

Field/Deane:
That the March 2026 disbursement report be approved as
circulated.

CARRIED

Secretary Treasurer John Martin presented the Capital Plan
Bylaw No. 2026/27-CPSD85-01. Trustees unanimously agreed
to give the bylaw all three readings at this time.

Field/Hunter:
That the Capital Plan Bylaw receive first reading.
CARRIED

Field/Hunter:
That the Capital Plan Bylaw receive second reading.
CARRIED

Field/Hunter:
That the Capital Plan Bylaw receive third and final reading.

CARRIED
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POLICY 3-60 TRAVEL
EXPENSES

20/26

ENROLLMENT REPORT

STAFFING UPDATE

FIELD TRIP

21/26

22/26

Secretary-Treasurer John Martin reviewed Policy 3-60 Travel
Expenses regarding the recent kilometre rate change
outlined in the Teacher Collective Agreement. The district’s
preference is to maintain a consistent rate for all staff rather
than applying a rate specific to one union. The revisions are
recommended as housekeeping changes.

Field/Garrett:
That the changes to Policy #3-60 Travel Expenses be
approved as housekeeping amendments.

CARRIED

Assistant Superintendent Rena Sweeney reported district
enrollment as of March is 1,177 students, which is up one
student from the last report.

Assistant Superintendent Rena Sweeney provided an update
on vacancies in the district, noting that many have been
divided to accommodate teacher requests.

Assistant Superintendent Rena Sweeney brought forward
two high risk field trip requests for Board approval and three
for information.

Eke Me-Xi Learning Centre is requesting approval to take 10
students and two staff on April 28 to a MOWI fish farm site to
learn about aquaculture and related career opportunities.
Travel will take place on a MOWI vessel, with all appropriate
safety guidelines to be followed.

Field/Deane:
That the high risk field trip be approved as presented.
CARRIED

Port Hardy Secondary School is requesting approval to take
30 students to Beaver Lake for canoe skills training on May
14, 2026. The application includes all required safety
measures.

Garrett/Field:
That the high risk field trip be approved as presented.
CARRIED
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BUSINESS ARISING

NEW BUSINESS
TRUSTEE SHARING:

BCPSEA

FNEC

BCSTA

HEARING OF
DELEGATES

STUDENT TRUSTEES

DPAC

VINTA

CUPE

Three additional schools have submitted field trip
applications for Camp Homewood and Hada Cultural
Camp. These high risk trips have received prior Board
approval and are proceeding in accordance with
established protocols.

No business arising.

No new business.

Vice-Chair Field reported that there has been a framework
agreement reached between BCPSEA and CUPE.

Trustee Hunter reported that the recent FNEC meeting went
well.

Trustee Hunter represented the district at the recent
Provincial Council meeting.

Trustees discussed recent school visits to EMX and FRES, as
well as the visit to Robert Scott’s StrongStart program.

Student Trustee(s) shared updates on recent and upcoming
sporting events, WellNISS Day, university presentations, and
graduation fundraisers.

DPAC President Rikki Clarke reported that the change of
signing authorities for DPAC is complete, the gaming grant
application is in progress, and she will be attending an
upcoming BCTF Public Education conference in Vancouver.

VINTA President Shawn Gough expressed support for the
provincial CUPE framework agreement.

CUPE Second Vice-President Teresa Mackenzie reported on
the announcement of the provincial framework agreement
and noted that local bargaining meetings are scheduled for
May 4-6.
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QUESTION PERIOD No questions.

(10 MINUTES

MAXIMUM)

ADJOURNMENT Deane:

23/26 That the regular meeting of April 13, 2026 be adjourned (6:13

pm)
CARRIED

Chairperson of the Board Secretary Treasurer



