PUBLIC MINUTES OF THE IN-CAMERA MEETING OF

THE BOARD OF EDUCATION OF

SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 85 (VANCOUVER ISLAND NORTH)

CALL TO ORDER:

April 13, 2026
3:00 pm

The meeting was called to order by, Leightan Wishart, Chairperson of the Board of

Education, at the School Board Office, Port Hardy, B.C. at 3:05 pm with the following

in attendance:

Leightan Wishart, Chair

Regrets: Kat Tiepkema, Trustee

Jeff Field, Vice-Chair

Janet Deane, Trustee (Zoom)
Lawrie Garrett, Trustee

Eric Hunter, Trustee

Carol Prescott, Trustee (Zoom)

APPROVAL OF
MINUTES
18/26

APPROVAL OF
PUBLIC MINUTES
19/26

ADDITIONS TO THE
AGENDA

ADOPTION OF THE
AGENDA
20/26

EXCLUDED PRF

#3/26
21/26

STRATEGIC PLAN

Prescott/Deane:
That the minutes of the in-camera meeting of March 9, 2026
be adopted as circulated.

CARRIED

Deane/Prescott:
That the public minutes of the in-camera meeting of March
9, 2026 be adopted as circulated.

CARRIED

BCSTA AGM / Christina MacDonald

Exempt Compensation / John Martin

CUPE Agreement / John Martin

Non-Neighbourhood Transfer / Rena Sweeney

Field/Garrett:

That the in-camera agenda be adopted as amended.
CARRIED

Field/Garrett:

That the Excluded P.R.F. #3/26 be adopted as circulated.
CARRIED

Superintendent Christina MacDonald provided an update
on the upcoming Strategic Plan Committee meeting,
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BCSTA AGM

CUPE PRF #3/26
22/26

CUPE GRIEVANCE
UPDATE

EXEMPT
COMPENSATION

23/26

CUPE AGREEMENT

VINTA PRF #3/26
24/26

VINTA GRIEVANCE
UPDATE

STAFFING UPDATES

reviewed participation statistics, and highlighted key
emerging themes.

Superintendent Christina MacDonald shared highlights from
the BCSTA AGM, including recognition of Leightan Wishart
and Carol Prescott for lifetime memberships, and Jeff Field
and Eric Hunter for 16 years of service. She also reviewed key
priorities from the AGM, noting policy modernization as a
primary focus. Work will commence and be presented at the
May Committee of the Whole Policy meeting.

Field/Hunter:
That the CUPE P.R.F. #3/26 be adopted as circulated.
CARRIED

Secretary Treasurer John Martin reported no new grievances.

Secretary Treasurer John Martin noted that a performance-
based 2% increase for executive staff and a 2.5% increase
for non-executive exempt staff, including PVPs, has been
approved by BCPSEA and PSEC, effective on either July 1 or
August 1, 2025, depending on the individual concerned. He
also noted that funding will be provided to school districts for
these exempt staff salary increases.

Field/Hunter:
That the prosed changes be approved as presented.
CARRIED

Secretary-Treasurer John Martin updated the Board on a
provincial framework agreement reached between BCPSEA
and support staff unions, including CUPE. Details are not yet
available; however, a meeting is scheduled for Wednesday
to obtain further information.

Garrett/Hunter:
That the VINTA P.R.F. #3/26 be adopted as circulated.
CARRIED

Assistant Superintendent Rena Sweeney reported one new
grievance at this time.

Assistant Superintendent Rena Sweeney provided an
update on vacancies in the district, noting that many have
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FIELD TRIP

NON-
NEIGHBOURHOOD
TRANSFER REQUEST

25/26

NEW BUSINESS

ADJOURNMENT
26/26

been broken apart to accommodate teacher requests for
specific assignments.

Assistant Superintendent Rena Sweeney reported on the
recent international field trip, noting that some students did
not follow established rules. School administration has
discussed the possibility of discontinuing such trips in the
future or revising eligibility criteria, including limiting
participation to students actively attending school in the
second semester.

Assistant Superintendent Rena Sweeney presented a non-
neighbourhood transfer request for a student to transfer from
PHSS to NISS. The parent has acknowledged responsibility for
transportation. The request was recommended for approval.

Garrett/Field:
That the non-neighbourhood transfer request be approved
as presented.

CARRIED

The board and senior leadership discussed confidential
aspects of the school visits at EMX and FRES. The Board also
discussed the visit to the Robert Scott Strong Start program.

Deane:
That the in-camera meeting of April 13, 2026 be adjourned
(4:25 pm).

CARRIED

Chairperson of the Board Secretary Treasurer



