PUBLIC MINUTES OF THE IN-CAMERA MEETING OF

THE BOARD OF EDUCATION OF

SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 85 (VANCOUVER ISLAND NORTH)

CALL TO ORDER:

March 9, 2026
4:15 pm

The meeting was called to order by, Leightan Wishart, Chairperson of the Board of

Education, at North Island Secondary, Port McNeill, B.C. at 4:15 pm with the following

in attendance:

Leightan Wishart, Chair

Regrets: Janet Deane, Trustee

Jeff Field, Vice-Chair

Kat Tjepkema, Trustee

Lawrie Garrett, Trustee

Eric Hunter, Trustee

Carol Prescott, Trustee (Zoom)

APPROVAL OF
MINUTES
10/26

APPROVAL OF
PUBLIC MINUTES
11/26

ADDITIONS TO THE
AGENDA

ADOPTION OF THE
AGENDA
12/26

EXCLUDED PRF
#2/26
13/26

SCHOOL
CONCERN

Field/Hunter:
That the minutes of the in-camera meeting of February 9,
2026 be adopted as circulated.

CARRIED

Field/Hunter:
That the public minutes of the in-camera meeting of
February 9, 2026 be adopted as circulated.

CARRIED

Non-Neighbourhood Transfer/ Rena Sweeney

Garrett/Tjiepkema:
That the in-camera agenda be adopted amended.
CARRIED

Garrett/Prescott:
That the Excluded P.R.F. #2/26 be adopted as circulated.
CARRIED

Superintendent Christina MacDonald updated the Board
regarding a school-related concern.



Public Minutes of the In-Camera Meeting — March 9, 2026 - pPage 2

CUPE PRF #2/26
14/26

CUPE GRIEVANCE
UPDATE

REPLY LETTER
REGARDING
ROBERT SCOTT

NISS CLIMBING
WALL

VINTA PRF #2/26
15/26

VINTA GRIEVANCE
UPDATES

STAFFING UPDATES

NON-
NEIGHBOUROOD
TRANSFER

16/26

SCHOOL VISIT
DEBRIEF

Field/Hunter:
That the CUPE P.R.F. #2/26 be adopted as circulated.
CARRIED

Secretary Treasurer John Martin reported two new CUPE
grievances at this time.

Secretary Treasurer John Martin reviewed with the Board
the response letter that was sent to the District of Port Hardy
and North Island Crisis and Counselling Society regarding
their request to use the Robert Scott Gymnasium.

Secretary-Treasurer John Martin reported that the district is
working with the Port McNeill Town Council to review
community use of the North Island Secondary School
gymnasium climbing wall. Currently, there are no certified
climbing instructors on staff or within the community. It is
hoped that an agreement with the Town can be reached
to allow community use of the wall.

Field/Hunter:
That the VINTA P.R.F. #2/26 be adopted as circulated.
CARRIED

Assistant Superintendent Rena Sweeney reported no new
grievances at this time.

Assistant Superintendent Rena Sweeney reported that 3 new
TTOCs have recently been hired. The district’s vacancies are
currently 3.46 FTE, with regular coverage arranged.

Assistant Superintendent Rena Sweeney brought forward
one transfer request for a learner currently attending ABES to
attend Sunset Elementary School.

Garrett/Tjepkema:
That the transfer request be approved, pending the
development of an appropriate safety plan.

CARRIED

No debrief required.
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ADJOURNMENT Tiepkema:
17/26 That the in-camera meeting of March 9, 2026 be adjourned
(4:56 pm).
CARRIED

Chairperson of the Board Secretary Treasurer



