MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF
THE BOARD OF EDUCATION

SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 85 (VANCOUVER ISLAND NORTH)

CALL TO ORDER:

February 9, 2026
Immediately Following COW

The meeting was called to order by Leightan Wishart, Chairperson of the Board of
Education, at the School Board Office, Port Hardy, B.C. at 5:16 pm with the
following in attendance:

Leightan Wishart, Chair

Jeff Field, Vice-Chair

Janet Deane, Trustee (Zoom)
Lawrie Garrett, Trustee

Eric Hunter, Trustee

Carol Prescott, Trustee

Kat Tjepkema, Trustee

Sierra Watson, Student Trustee
Ocean Connaty, Student Trustee

WELCOME

APPROVAL OF
MINUTES
1/26

ADDITIONS TO THE
AGENDA
ADOPTION OF
AGENDA

2/26

CORRESPONDENCE

PRESENTATION

Chair Wishart opened the meeting by acknowledging the
traditional territories of the Kwakwaka'wakw.

Field/Garrett:
That the regular meeting minutes of the December 15, 2025
meeting be approved as circulated.

CARRIED

No additions to the agenda.

Prescott/Deane:
That the regular agenda be adopted as presented.

CARRIED

No correspondence.

No presentation.
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DISTRICT REPORTS:

SUPERINTENDENT
REPORT

BOARD MEETING
SCHEDULE 2026-2027

DISBURSEMENTS
DECEMBER 2025
3/26

JANUARY 2026
4/26

AMENDED 2025-2026
ANNUAL BUDGET
BYLAW

5/26

6/26

7/26

Superintendent Christina MacDonald reported on the
opening of the Provincial Outreach team’s new satellite
office located in Eagle View Elementary School. Other
events discussed included the Quebec carnival organized
by EVES Principal, Stacia Johnson, UBC Roadshow medical
program for healthcare careers coming to the North Island,
school data meetings to gauge additional support needs,
and an announcement from VIU to open a new in-
community Teacher Training Program.

Superintendent Christina MacDonald presented the 2026-
2027 Draft Board Meeting Schedule.

Field/Hunter:
That the December 2025 disbursement reports be approved
as circulated.

CARRIED
Field/Hunter:
That the January 2026 disbursement reports be approved as
circulated.

CARRIED

Secretary Treasurer John Martin presented the 2025-26
Amended Annual Budget Bylaw. Trustees unanimously
agreed to give the bylaw all three readings at this time.

Garrett/Prescott:
That the 2025-26 Amended Annual Budget Bylaw receive first
reading.

CARRIED
Garrett/Prescott:
That the 2025-26 Amended Annual Budget Bylaw receive
second reading.

CARRIED
Garrett/Prescott:
That the 2025-26 Amended Annual Budget Bylaw receive third
and final reading.

CARRIED
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ENROLLMENT REPORT

STAFFING UPDATE

IN-SERVICE DAY

NEW EMPLOYEE
ORIENTATION

COMMITTEE:
SCHOOL CALENDARS
26/27, 27/28, 28/29

BUSINESS ARISING

NEW BUSINESS

TRUSTEE SHARING:

BCPSEA

FNEC

BCSTA

Assistant Superintendent Rena Sweeney reported district
enrollment as of January is 1179 students which is down 10
students from the last report.

Assistant Superintendent Rena Sweeney provided an update
on staffing for the 2025-2026 school year.

Assistant Superintendent Rena Sweeney discussed the
recent In-service day on January 5, 2026 focused on
Indigenous Education.

Assistant Superintendent Rena Sweeney spoke of the
District’s upcoming New Employee Orientation on February
17 at the School Board Office.

Superintendent Christina MacDonald brought forward the
school calendars for the next three years from the COW
Meeting. These calendars will be circulated for feedback
and brought forward to the March board meeting for
approval.

No business arising.

No new business.

Vice-Chair Field shared the ongoing negotiations and will
update as information becomes available.

Trustee Hunter discussed the upcoming FNEC meeting on
Feb. 19, 2026.

Trustee Hunter discussed the upcoming Provincial Council
meeting, which he will attend virtually. He also noted that a
motion will be brought forward by the District at the
upcoming BCSTA AGM.

Trustees discussed the school visits earlier in the day,
highlighting learning about Lahal at PHSS and student songs
at EVES. Student attendance and numeracy assessment
results were reported to be improving.
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HEARING OF
DELEGATES

STUDENT TRUSTEES

DPAC

VINTA

CUPE

QUESTION PERIOD
(10 MINUTES
MAXIMUM)

ADJOURNMENT
8/26

Student Trustee(s) shared information on upcoming sporting
events, including basketball, soccer, wrestling, disk golf, and
track and field. They also discussed graduation, scholarships,
PHSS’s international field trip, and the Valentine’s Day
student council fundraiser at NISS.

DPAC Chair Rikki Clarke shared that they have a vacant
executive position for treasurer. They are attempting to
update signors on the bank account to reflect current
executive members. Rikki will be attending the upcoming
BCTF political action conference and two other DPAC
members will be attending the BCCPAC AGM.

VINTA President Shawn Gough discussed the recent
announcement of a tentative bargaining agreement being
reached, with final review happening this week.

No CUPE update.

VINTA President Shawn Gough requested additional
information regarding the motion being brought forward by
the District, as referenced by Trustee Hunter during trustee
sharing.

Board Chair Wishart then read the motion in full, which
relates to the availability and funding of EpiPens in schools,
as well as the related training requirements.

Tiepkema:
That the regular meeting of February 9, 2026 be adjourned
(5:54pm)

CARRIED

Chairperson of the Board

Secretary Treasurer



