PUBLIC MINUTES OF THE IN-CAMERA MEETING OF

THE BOARD OF EDUCATION OF

SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 85 (VANCOUVER ISLAND NORTH)

CALL TO ORDER:

February 9, 2026
3:00 pm

The meeting was called to order by, Leightan Wishart, Chairperson of the Board of

Education, at the School Board Office, Port Hardy, B.C. at 3:00 pm with the following

in attendance:

Leightan Wishart, Chair

Jeff Field, Vice-Chair

Janet Deane, Trustee (Zoom)
Kat Tjepkema, Trustee

Lawrie Garrett, Trustee

Eric Hunter, Trustee

Carol Prescott, Trustee

APPROVAL OF
MINUTES
1/26

APPROVAL OF
PUBLIC MINUTES
2/26

APPROVAL OF
SPECIAL MINUTES
3/26

ADDITIONS TO THE
AGENDA

ADOPTION OF THE
AGENDA
4/26

PRESENTATION

Hunter/Deane:
That the minutes of the in-camera meeting of December 15,
2025 be adopted as circulated.

CARRIED

Hunter/Deane:
That the public minutes of the in-camera meeting of
December 15, 2025 be adopted as circulated.

CARRIED
Hunter/Deane:
That the minutes of the special in-camera meeting of
January 15, 2026 be adopted as circulated.

CARRIED
Robert Scott Facility/John Matrtin
Prescott/Tjepkema:
That the in-camera agenda be adopted amended.
CARRIED

The North Island Crisis & Counselling Centre Society and the
District of Port Hardy presented a request to the Board to
rearrange existing leases at the Robert Scott School
Gymnasium in order to accommodate a new lease request
from the District of Port Hardy for community programming.
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CORRESPONDENCE

EXCLUDED PRF
#1/26
5/26

HR MATTER - TRB

CUPE PRF #1/26
6/26

CUPE GRIEVANCE
UPDATE

VINTA PRF #1/26
7/26

VINTA GRIEVANCE
UPDATE

STAFFING UPDATES

NON-
NEIGHBOURHOOD
TRANSFER REQUEST

8/26

The Board reviewed two items of correspondences from
Minister Beare, a Kwakwaka’'wakw Health Career Gathering
Report and recommendations from Dr. Laura Cranmer.

Hunter/Gaurrett:
That the Excluded P.R.F. #1/26 be adopted as circulated.
CARRIED

Superintendent Christina MacDonald reviewed a HR Matter
relating to the TRB.

Field/Prescott:
That the CUPE P.R.F. #1/26 be adopted as circulated.
CARRIED

Secretary Treasurer John Martin reported no new CUPE
grievances.

Field/Garrett:
That the VINTA P.R.F. #1/26 be adopted as circulated.
CARRIED

Assistant Superintendent Rena Sweeney reported no new
VINTA grievances at this time.

Assistant Superintendent Rena Sweeney reported vacancies
in the district totalling 2.32 FTE. All vacancies are specialty
positions with regular TTOC coverage.

Assistant Superintendent Rena Sweeney brought forward
one transfer request. The request is for one child to attend SES
while living in Port Hardy. The parent will be working in Port
McNeill but has only found accommodations in Port Hardy.
This transfer request is recommended for approval.

Field/Tjepkema:
That the non-neighbourhood enrollment request for a
student to transfer to SES from EVES be approved.

CARRIED

Assistant Superintendent Rena Sweeney also discussed two
potential student transfers to the District from SD84. The
families have inquired about accessing transportation via
the Woss bus to NISS or SES; however, no formal transfer
requests have been submitted at this time.
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SCHOOL VISIT
DEBRIEF

BUSING SUPPORTS
& SWIMMING
LESSONS

ROBERT SCOTT
FACILITY

ADJOURNMENT
9/26

The board and senior leadership discussed confidential
aspects of the school visits at EVES and PHSS.

Superintendent Christina MacDonald updated the Board on
the costs associated with swimming lessons, as raised at the
December Board meeting by Trustee Prescott. Busing and
lesson costs were discussed, and most schools reported
support from their PACs. Additional funds have been
allocated in the amended budget to the five smallest
schools for field trip purposes.

The Secretary-Treasurer reported that there are currently no
leases in place for the gymnasium, which accommodates
both StrongStart and Highland dance classes. The
gymnasium is considered school space, as StrongStart is an
SD85 educational program with specific funding from the
Ministry of Education and Child Care. A letter will be drafted
and signed by the Board Chair in response to the request
from the North Island Crisis & Counselling Centre Society and
the District of Port Hardy.

Deane:
That the in-camera meeting of February 9, 2026 be
adjourned (4:07pm).

CARRIED

Chairperson of the Board Secretary Treasurer



