
PUBLIC MINUTES OF THE IN-CAMERA MEETING OF 
THE BOARD OF EDUCATION OF 

SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 85 (VANCOUVER ISLAND NORTH) 
 

December 15, 2025 
3:00 pm 

 
CALL TO ORDER: 
The meeting was called to order by, Leightan Wishart, Chairperson of the Board of 
Education, at North Island Secondary, Port McNeill, B.C. at 3:13 pm with the following 
in attendance: 
  

Leightan Wishart, Chair    
Jeff Field, Vice-Chair   
Janet Deane, Trustee (Zoom)    
Kat Tjepkema, Trustee      
Lawrie Garrett, Trustee   
Eric Hunter, Trustee    
Carol Prescott, Trustee 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
APPROVAL OF 
MINUTES 
64/25 

Hunter/Prescott: 
That the minutes of the in-camera meeting of November 10, 
2025 be adopted as circulated. 

 CARRIED 
  
APPROVAL OF 
PUBLIC MINUTES 
65/25 

Hunter/Prescott: 
That the public minutes of the in-camera meeting of 
November 10, 2025 be adopted as circulated. 

  CARRIED 
 
ADDITIONS TO THE 
AGENDA 

Recognition Letter/Christina MacDonald 
BCSTA Academy/Janet Deane 
SVES Busing Support/Carol Prescott 

  
ADOPTION OF THE 
AGENDA 
66/25 
 

Tjepkema/Hunter: 
That the in-camera agenda be adopted as amended. 

 CARRIED 

CORRESPONDENCE Correspondence from Dr. Charmaine Enns and from the 
Minister of Education and Child Care were reviewed. 

  
EXCLUDED PRF 
#9/25 

NIL report.  
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PERSONNEL Superintendent Christina MacDonald provided the Board 

with an update on a personnel matter. 
 
Superintendent MacDonald also informed the Board of a 
generous anonymous donation to support the costs of 
student trips to the Nawalakw culture camp.  
 

RECOGNITION 
LETTER 
 

Superintendent Christina MacDonald presented a Letter of 
Recognition from the Canadian Armed Forces, expressing 
gratitude to the district for granting an employee release 
time to participate in Exercise Trident Fury. 
 

CUPE PRF #9/25 
67/25 

Field/Hunter: 
That the CUPE P.R.F. #9/25 be adopted as circulated.   

CARRIED 
  
CUPE GRIEVANCE 
UPDATE 

Secretary Treasurer John Martin reported no new CUPE 
grievances.   

  
VINTA PRF #9/25 
68/25 

Garrett/Deane: 
That the VINTA P.R.F. #9/25 be adopted as circulated.  

CARRIED 
  
VINTA GRIEVANCE 
UPDATES 

Assistant Superintendent Rena Sweeney reported no new 
grievances at this time.   

  
STAFFING UPDATES Assistant Superintendent Rena Sweeney reported current 

vacancies totaling 1.89 FTE, with an additional 3.79 FTE 
anticipated for term 2 due to requested leaves. 

  
DRAFT SCHOOL 
CALENDAR 

Assistant Superintendent Rena Sweeney reported on the 
drafted school calendars for the next three school years. A 
meeting was held with VINTA to gather feedback on the 
proposed calendars. Once finalized, they will be presented 
at the February meeting. 

  
INTERNATIONAL 
FIELD TRIP – PHSS 

Assistant Superintendent Rena Sweeney reported that the 
international PHSS field trip, previously approved in principle, 
will be presented at the Regular meeting for final review and 
approval. 

  
SCHOOL VISIT 
DEBRIEF 

There was no school visit this month due to ferry schedules. 
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________________________________  ________________________________ 
     Chairperson of the Board    Secretary Treasurer 
 

BCSTA ACADEMY Trustee Janet Deane presented a slideshow recap from the 
recently attended BCSTA Trustee Academy.  
 

SVES BUSING 
SUPPORT 

Trustee Carol Prescott discussed ongoing challenges faced 
by the SVES PAC in securing parent support and 
participation in fundraising. She expressed concern that, as 
PAC helps cover busing costs, students may miss the 
opportunity to attend swimming lessons. Discussion also 
noted the funds available within the SVES Trust accounts. This 
topic will be revisited at the February meeting following 
further discussions. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
69/25 
 

Prescott: 
That the in-camera meeting of December 15, 2025 be 
adjourned (4:07pm).  

CARRIED 


