MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF
THE BOARD OF EDUCATION

SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 85 (VANCOUVER ISLAND NORTH)

CALL TO ORDER:

November 10, 2025
6:00 PM

The meeting was called to order by Leightan Wishart, Chairperson of the Board of
Education, at the School Board Office, Port Hardy, B.C. at 6:00 pm with the
following in attendance:

Leightan Wishart, Chair Regrets: Kat Tiepkema, Trustee
Jeff Field, Vice-Chair

Janet Deane, Trustee (Zoom)

Lawrie Garrett, Trustee

Eric Hunter, Trustee

Carol Prescott, Trustee (Zoom)

Sierra Watson, Student Trustee
Laci Zimmermann, Student Trustee

WELCOME

APPROVAL OF
MINUTES
69/25

ADDITIONS TO THE
AGENDA
ADOPTION OF
AGENDA

70/25

CORRESPONDENCE

PRESENTATION
DISTRICT REPORTS:

Chair Wishart opened the meeting by acknowledging the
traditional territories of the Kwakwaka'wakw.

Hunter/Garrett:
That the regular meeting minutes of the October 14, 2025
meeting be approved as circulated.

CARRIED

No additions to the agenda.

Deane/Garrett:
That the regular agenda be adopted as presented.

CARRIED

the Letter from the Minister of Infrastructure was reviewed.

No presentation.
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SUPERINTENDENT
REPORT

GRADUATION DATES

EPIPENS IN SCHOOLS

71/25

DISBURSEMENTS
OCTOBER 2025
72/25

ENROLLMENT REPORT

Superintendent Christina MacDonald reviewed the
inclement weather procedure as the District enters storm
season on the North Island, noting that every effort is made
to assess conditions before 6:00 a.m. to provide families with
as much advance notice as possible.

She also reported on several district events, including the

District cross-country meet in Sointula, the Ombudsperson
visit, the outdoor education safety planning meeting, and
the DPAC meeting.

Superintendent Christina MacDonald provided an update
on the convocation ceremonies for the district’s three
secondary schools. With June sports scheduled later than
usual this year, all three schools will hold their ceremonies on
the weekend of June 12-13, 2026. Additional supports will be
in place to ensure all senior students have what they need to
successfully graduate.

Superintendent Christina MacDonald reviewed a local
petition calling for policymakers to make EpiPens as
accessible as Narcan within the community. The petition
advocates for ensuring that all food establishments, schools,
first aid kits, and firefighters carry EpiPens so that individuals
experiencing a severe allergic reaction can receive timely
and potentially life-saving intervention.

Garrett/Deane:
That the Board of Education is in support of the petition.
CARRIED

Field/Deane:
That the October 2025 disbursement report be approved as
circulated.

CARRIED

Assistant Superintendent Rena Sweeney reported the district
enrollment is currently at 1,196 which is up 3 learners from last
month’s report.
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STAFFING UPDATE Assistant Superintendent Rena Sweeney reported 2.89 FTE of
vacancies that are being reposted, along with second term
vacancies that will also be posted.

NOVEMBER DISTRICT  Assistant Superintendent Rena Sweeney spoke about the
PRO-D DAY District’s Pro-d day organized by VINTA for November 28,
2025 that will focus on student and staff mental health.

SAFER SCHOOLS Assistant Superintendent Rena Sweeney provided an update

TRENDS UPDATE on the Safer Schools Coordinator training she attended. The
session covered a range of topics, including human
trafficking, Al risks and safety, ERASE, and a Ministry program
called Take Back Your Images, which supports individuals
whose images have been shared without their consent.

BUSINESS ARISING No business arising.

NEW BUSINESS The Board reviewed the start time of Regular Meetings
following Committee of the Whole (COW) sessions. After
discussion, the Board agreed to continue with holding the
Regular Meeting immediately after the COW.

73/25 Prescott/Deane:
That the board meeting schedule be updated to reflect the
Regular Meeting immediately following the COW.
CARRIED

TRUSTEE SHARING:

BCPSEA Vice-Chair Field reported that he attended the Symposium
virtually and appreciated the time savings of not having to
attend in person. Topics covered included navigating
difficult conversations, reducing conflict, Al, and the
intersections between the Employment Standards Act and
the employee agreement.

BCSTA Trustee Hunter represented the district at the recent
Provincial Council meeting and provided information on
recent decisions.

Trustees discussed the recent school visit to Sea View
Elementary School.
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HEARING OF
DELEGATES

STUDENT TRUSTEES

DPAC

VINTA

CUPE

QUESTION PERIOD
(10 MINUTES
MAXIMUM)

ADJOURNMENT
74/25

Student Trustee(s) provided updates on recent events at
North Island Secondary School, including Spirit Week,
Remembrance Day ceremony, student council meeting,
and the upcoming talent show.

No DPAC representative.

VINTA President Shawn Gough provided an update on
upcoming training focused on difficult conversations and
shared that ongoing provincial bargaining has been
scheduled, with four additional meeting dates confirmed.

CUPE 2nd Vice-President Teresa MacKenzie provided
updates on staffing and training, including recalls filing job
postings, recruitment of new shop stewards, new employee
orientation, and a funding application for EA training.

No questions.

Prescott:
That the regular meeting of November 10, 2025 be
adjourned (6:56 pm).

CARRIED

Chairperson of the Board

Secretary Treasurer



