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Programs District

. . .
Principal's Message
Yo! Students, Families,
Community Members,
As the school year continues, I'd
like to share some of the good work
happening in Indigenous education

across the district. Much of this
work is rooted in local traditional

and

Kwakwaka'wakw knowledge.
Through language and culture
programs, schools are creating
welcoming spaces where students
feel seen, supported, and
connected.

The Indigenous education team

works alongside all nine schools to
support students and families. This
includes supporting students,
working with teachers as Indigenous
perspectives are woven into
classroom learning, and building
relationships with families and

community. This relationship-based
work is central to helping students
feel confident, supported, and
connected at school.

| would also like to acknowledge
Ernest Alfred, Janice Ellis, and FNEC
local Nation representatives Marion
Hunt and Shana Smith. Together, we
worked as a team to present at the

annual FNESC  (First  Nations
Education Steering Committee)
Conference. Our presentation
shared examples of how
Kwakwaka'wakw knowledge and
language are being shared in
schools, reflecting the voices,

teachings, and strengths of local
Kwakwaka'wakw nations.

As the holiday season approaches,
it’s a time to slow down and reflect
on the many meaningful moments
from this year. On January 5th, staff
will come together for an
Indigenous-themed professional
development day. Brad Baker,
Superintendent of Indigenous

Education for the Ministry of
Education and Childcare, will begin
the day by starting us off in a good
way. He will share an overview of
Indigenous education, including a
review of data and how the
Indigenous-themed day came about.
Following this, schools will be
sharing Indigenous-themed learning
that responds to the needs of their
students and families.

Across the district, schools have
also been busy bringing Christmas
cheer through their annual concerts.
These concerts certainly get us into
the Christmas spirit and offer a
chance for families and community
to come together to celebrate
students and the Kismis season.
Wishing you and your loved ones a
peaceful and restful holiday.

Meli Kismis to all
Gilakas’la

Irene Isaac

District  Principal  of
Education
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