MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF
THE BOARD OF EDUCATION

SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 85 (VANCOUVER ISLAND NORTH)

CALL TO ORDER:

October 14, 2025
5:37 PM

The meeting was called to order by Leightan Wishart, Chairperson of the Board of
Education, at North Island Secondary School, Port McNeill, B.C. at 5:37 pm with
the following in attendance:

Leightan Wishart, Chair

Jeff Field, Vice-Chair

Janet Deane, Trustee (Zoom)
Carol Prescott, Trustee
Lawrie Garrett, Trustee

Eric Hunter, Trustee

Kat Tjepkema, Trustee

Sierra Watson, Student Trustee
Laci Zimmermann, Student Trustee
Ocean Connaty, Student Trustee
Piper Chapman, Student Trustee

WELCOME

APPROVAL OF
MINUTES
61/25

ADDITIONS TO THE
AGENDA
ADOPTION OF
AGENDA

62/25

CORRESPONDENCE

Chair Wishart opened the meeting by acknowledging the
traditional territories of the Kwakwaka'wakw.

Field/Tjepkema:
That the regular meeting minutes of the September 15, 2025
meeting be approved as circulated.

CARRIED

No additions to the agenda.

Garrett/Hunter:
That the regular agenda be adopted as presented.

CARRIED

No correspondence.
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PRESENTATION

DISTRICT REPORTS:

SUPERINTENDENT
REPORT

DISBURSEMENTS
SEPTEMBER
63/25

MINOR CAPITAL
PROJECT
SUBMISSION 2026/27
64/25

ENROLLMENT REPORT

STAFFING UPDATE

No presentation.

Superintendent Christina MacDonald provided a
comprehensive update on various activities and initiatives
taking place across the district. Highlights included the
upcoming Great ShakeOut earthquake preparedness drill on
October 16, progress on the district’s ongoing strategic
planning processes, and the District Cross Country event to
be held in Sointula.

She also noted the visit from the Ombudsperson, upcoming
professional development (Pro-D) day activities, and the
latest developments from the District Parent Advisory Council
(DPAC) meeting.

Field/Prescott:
That the September 2025 disbursement report be approved
as circulated.

CARRIED

The Board reviewed the list of projects in the 2026-27 Minor
Capital Plan Submission.

Hunter/Deane:
In accordance with provisions under section 142 (4) of the
School Act, the Board hereby approves the proposed Five-
Year Capital Plan for 2026/2027, as provided on the Five-
Year Capital Plan Summary for 2026/2027 submitted to the
Ministry of Education and Child Care.

CARRIED

Assistant Superintendent Rena Sweeney reported district
enrollment as of September 2025 is 1,193 which is up 14 from
projected numbers.

Assistant Superintendent Rena Sweeney provided an update
on staffing for the 2025-2026 school year. Vacancies for the
district are currently at 1.89 FTE.
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OCTOBER PRO-D
DAY

NEW EMPLOYEE
ORIENTATION

POLICY COMMITTEE
REPORT

65/25

66/25

67/25

BUSINESS ARISING

NEW BUSINESS

TRUSTEE SHARING:

BCPSEA

FNEC

BCSTA

Assistant Superintendent Rena Sweeney updated the board
on the upcoming pro-d day.

Assistant Superintendent Rena Sweeney spoke of the
District’s upcoming New Employee Orientation set for
October 20t at the Quatse Salmon Stewardship Centre in
Port Hardy.

Vice-Chair Field brought forward a report from the earlier
Committee of the Whole: Policy meeting. There were three
items referred to the regular meeting for approval.

Wishart/Tjepkema:
That PM #5-150 Violence, Intimidation and Use of Weapons
be approved for housekeeping amendments.

CARRIED
Wishart/Prescott:
That PM 5-36 Response to Unexpected Health Emergencies
receive 1streading and be circulated for feedback.

CARRIED
Prescott/Tjepkema:
That PM 3-30 Relocation Assistance be approved for a
housekeeping amendment.

CARRIED

No business arising.

No new business.

Vice-Chair Field discussed ongoing bargaining with the BC
General Employees' Union (BCGEU).

Trustee Hunter discussed the recent FNEC meeting and
changes outlined in the new IEC Terms of Reference.

Trustee Hunter will represent the district at the upcoming
Provincial Council meeting held virtually.
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HEARING OF
DELEGATES

STUDENT TRUSTEES

DPAC

VINTA

CUPE

QUESTION PERIOD
(10 MINUTES
MAXIMUM)

ADJOURNMENT
68/25

Chair Wishart discussed the school visit earlier in the day at
North Island Secondary School.

Student Trustees from NISS and PHSS shared updates on
various sports, clubs, and student council activities. PHSS
Student Trustees also addressed the recent tragic loss of a
peer and its impact on the school community. They
recommended that the district provide additional male
support in such situations, as current supports are all female.

No DPAC representative.

VINTA President Shawn Gough provided an update on the
ongoing BCGEU strike and its impact on other bargaining
processes. He had no further updates at this time.

CUPE 2nd Vice-President Teresa MacKenzie noted that she
was newly elected and looks forward to future meetings,
where she anticipates having more updates to share. She
reported on a current shortage of bus drivers, which is
directly affecting student field trips and has led to last-minute
trip cancellations.

No questions.

Prescott:

That the regular meeting of October 14, 2025 be adjourned
(6:37 pm)

CARRIED

Chairperson of the Board

Secretary Treasurer



