PUBLIC MINUTES OF THE IN-CAMERA MEETING OF

THE BOARD OF EDUCATION OF

SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 85 (VANCOUVER ISLAND NORTH)

CALL TO ORDER:

September 15, 2025
3:00 pm

The meeting was called to order by, Leightan Wishart, Chairperson of the Board of

Education, at the School Board Office, Port Hardy, B.C. at 3:00 pm with the following

in attendance:

Leightan Wishart, Chair

Jeff Field, Vice-Chair

Janet Deane, Trustee (Zoom)
Kat Tjepkema, Trustee

Lawrie Garrett, Trustee

Eric Hunter, Trustee

Carol Prescott, Trustee

APPROVAL OF
MINUTES
41/25

APPROVAL OF
PUBLIC MINUTES
42/25

ADDITIONS TO THE
AGENDA

ADOPTION OF THE
AGENDA
43/25

EXCLUDED PRF
#6/25

HR UPDATE

Prescott/Hunter:
That the minutes of the in-camera meeting of June 9, 2025
be adopted as circulated.

CARRIED

Prescott/Hunter:
That the public minutes of the in-camera meeting of June 9,
2025 be adopted as circulated.

CARRIED
No additions to the agenda.
Prescott/Deane:
That the in-camera agenda be adopted as presented.
CARRIED
NIL report.

Superintendent Christina MacDonald provided an update
on two Human Resources matters.
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ENROLLMENT

CUPE PRF #6/25
44/25

CUPE GRIEVANCE
UPDATE

VINTA PRF #6/25
45/25

VINTA GRIEVANCE
UPDATES

STAFFING UPDATES

NON-
NEIGHBORHOOD
TRANSFERS

46/25

Superintendent Christina MacDonald provided an update
on district enrollment. Current enrollment is lower than
projected. The district is reviewing a potential Board-initiated
transfer of a teacher to address the significant enrollment
decline at one school.

The district is in communication with the ‘Namgis Nation
regarding students in Alert Bay who are either not currently
enrolled at NISS or are enrolled but not attending. Discussions
will continue to explore ways to support these learners,
including possibly utilizing available space at ABES. Further
consultations with the local nation are required.

Hunter/Deane:
That the CUPE P.R.F. #6/25 be adopted as circulated.
CARRIED

Secretary Treasurer John Martin reported no new CUPE
grievances.

Field/Garrett:
That the VINTA P.R.F. #6/25 be adopted as circulated.
CARRIED

Assistant Superintendent Rena Sweeney reported two new
VINTA grievances at this time.

Assistant Superintendent Rena Sweeney reported that there
are four postings currently unfilled, totalling 1.69 FTE. Another
round of reposts will be out tomorrow for those unfilled.

The Assistant Superintendent shared three parent requests for
non-neighbourhood school enrollment at SES and NISS. Ms.
Sweeney recommended approval for all requests, noting
that all applicants are aware that transportation is not
provided by the district.

Field/Prescott:

That the parental non-neighbourhood enrollment request for
a student to transfer to Sunset Elementary School from Alert
Bay Elementary School be approved.

CARRIED
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47/25

48/25

NEW BUSINESS

ADJOURNMENT
49/25

Prescott/Field:
That the parental request for non-neighbourhood
enroliment of a student to transfer to Sunset Elementary
School from Alert Bay Elementary School be conditionally
approved, pending available enrollment space as of
October 1, 2025.
CARRIED
OPPOSED: Trustee Deane

Prescott/Field:
That the parental non-neighbourhood enroliment request for
a student to transfer to North Island Secondary School from
Port Hardy Secondary School be approved.

CARRIED

Superintendent Christina MacDonald discussed the
upcoming BCSTA meeting and the proposed attendees. The
trustees divided attendance between the Academy and
the AGM to support the commitment to reduce trustee travel
expenses in the 2025 - 2026 budget.

Prescott:
That the in-camera meeting of September 15, 2025 be
adjourned (3:50 pm).

CARRIED

Chairperson of the Board Secretary Treasurer



