MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF

THE BOARD OF EDUCATION

SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 85 (VANCOUVER ISLAND NORTH)

CALL TO ORDER:

June 9, 2025
6:00 PM

The meeting was called to order by Leightan Wishart, Chairperson of the Board of
Education, at the School Board Office, Port Hardy, B.C. at 6:00 pm with the
following in attendance:

Leightan Wishart, Chair

Jeff Field, Vice-Chair

Janet Deane, Trustee (Zoom)
Lawrie Garrett, Trustee (Zoom)
Eric Hunter, Trustee

Carol Prescott, Trustee

Kat Tjepkema, Trustee

Ink Patterson, Student Trustee
Sophia Edstrom, Student Trustee
Abby Harris, Student Trustee

WELCOME

APPROVAL OF
MINUTES
44/25

ADDITIONS TO THE
AGENDA

ADOPTION OF
AGENDA
45/25

CORRESPONDENCE

PRESENTATION

Chair Wishart opened the meeting by acknowledging the
traditional territories of the Kwakwaka'wakw.

Prescott/Deane:
That the regular meeting minutes of the May 12, 2025 meeting
be approved as circulated.

CARRIED
SVES Facility Changes / John Martin
Field Trip / Rena Sweeney
Hunter/Deane:
That the regular agenda be adopted as amended.
CARRIED

The Minister Beare meeting scheduled for June 26 was
reviewed.

No presentation.
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DISTRICT REPORTS:

SUPERINTENDENT
REPORT

DISBURSEMENTS
MAY 2025
46/25

2025-2026 ANNUAL
BUDGET BYLAW

47/25

48/25

Superintendent Christina MacDonald reported on events
happening around the district such as the $10,000 Indigo
Love of Reading grant recently awarded to Sea View
Elementary School. This incredible grant will help support
and enhance reading materials at SVES school.

Eagle View Elementary School and Alert Bay Elementary
School each hosted well-organized cultural celebrations,
which the Superintendent had the opportunity to attend.
She shared highlights from both events.

Work is underway on the 2024-2025 Community Sharing
document, which will once again highlight many
outstanding accomplishments from the year. We look
forward to sharing this publication soon.

The Principal/Vice-Principal meeting schedule for the 2025-
2026 school year has been finalized and a shift to online
meetings has been made to help reduce costs to the district.

The Framework for Enhancing Student Learning report will be
released soon, and we look forward to highlighting several
positive trends within the district.

Field/Deane:
That the May 2025 disbursement report be approved as
circulated.

CARRIED

Secretary Treasurer John Martin presented the 2025-2026
Annual Budget Bylaw. Trustees unanimously agreed to give
the bylaw all three readings at this time.

Field/Hunter:

That the 2025-26 Annual Budget Bylaw receive first reading.
CARRIED

Field/Hunter:

That the 2025-26 Annual Budget Bylaw receive second
reading.
CARRIED
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49/25 Field/Hunter:
That the 2025-26 Annual Budget Bylaw receive third and final
reading.
CARRIED
SVES FACILITY Secretary Treasurer John Martin and Manager of Operations,
CHANGES Darby Gildersleeve reported on the upcoming changes for

Sea View Elementary School. Following consultations with
the school staff, local trustee, StrongStart program, and the
Manager of Operations and Maintenance, an agreement
was reached to consolidate classrooms into the lower
building. This consolidation is expected to reduce costs
related to maintenance, janitorial services, and utilities.

ENROLLMENT REPORT  Assistant Superintendent Rena Sweeney reported the district
enrollment currently at 1201 which is down seven from the
last report.

STAFFING UPDATE Assistant Superintendent Rena Sweeney reported that the
first round of vacancies for the 2025/26 school year has been
posted. All but one position have either been filled or
applicants are currently being interviewed. Additionally,
some part-time vacancies at the secondary schools remain
to be posted.

LITERACY Assistant Superintendent Rena Sweeney reported that the
PROFESSIONAL $247,553 Literacy Professional Development Grant, available
DEVELOPMENT until June 2027, supports reading instruction and family
GRANT engagement. It focuses on early literacy screening for K-3

and extra help for K-12 students. The grant, once focused on
primary teachers, is now expanding to include more staff.
Primary teachers meet regularly, and intermediate and
secondary teachers have started meeting as well.

FIELD TRIP Assistant Superintendent Rena Sweeney brought forward
one high risk field trip request from North Island Secondary
school to take 7 students and 2 chaperones on a fishing trip
on June 10, 2025.

50/25 _

Field/Deane:
That the high risk field trip request be approved as presented.
CARRIED

BUSINESS ARISING No business arising.
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NEW BUSINESS

TRUSTEE SHARING:

BCPSEA

FNEC

BCSTA

HEARING OF
DELEGATES

STUDENT TRUSTEES

DPAC

VINTA

CUPE

Superintendent Christina MacDonald shared a Community
Use request to install stairs on the lower field of Sunset
Elementary School, providing access to the North Island
Secondary School track. Operations Manager Darby
Gildersleeve noted that a section of the existing trail has
posed safety concerns over the years, and recent efforts to
close it have been met with vandalism. The discussion
focused on liability issues and potential risk mitigation
strategies.

Vice-Chair Field reported on bargaining and noted the lack
of a government mandate.

Trustee Hunter discussed the recent FNEC meeting and
Scholarship committee selections.

Chair Wishart informed the board of an upcoming meeting
with the BCSTA President and invited trustees to submit any
topics they would like him to bring forward by the end of the
week.

Student Trustee(s) shared information about their upcoming
graduation convocation ceremonies and year end field
trips.

No DPAC representative.

VINTA President Shawn Gough spoke about the upcoming
bargaining process and expressed hope for an update on
the provincial mandate for public sector negotiations.

CUPE 2nd Vice-President Jody Welch spoke about the
upcoming bargaining process and expressed anticipation
for news on the provincial mandate to help advance
negotiations in September.
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QUESTION PERIOD No questions.

(10 MINUTES

MAXIMUM)

ADJOURNMENT Prescott:

51/25 That the regular meeting of June 9, 2025 be adjourned (7:02

pm).
CARRIED

Chairperson of the Board Secretary Treasurer



