
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF 
THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 85 (VANCOUVER ISLAND NORTH) 
 

May 12, 2025 
6:00 PM 

CALL TO ORDER: 

The meeting was called to order by Jeff Field, Vice-Chair of the Board of 
Education, at North Island Secondary School, Port McNeill, B.C. at 6:00 pm with 
the following in attendance: 
  
 Leightan Wishart, Chair (Zoom)  
 Jeff Field, Vice-Chair   
 Janet Deane, Trustee (Zoom)  
 Lawrie Garrett, Trustee (Zoom)  
 Eric Hunter, Trustee   
 Carol Prescott, Trustee   

Kat Tjepkema, Trustee  
 

 Ink Patterson, Student Trustee 
 Aaron Uy, Student Trustee 
 Connor Green, Student Trustee 
 
 
WELCOME 
 

 
Vice-Chair Field opened the meeting by acknowledging 
the traditional territories of the Kwakwaka'wakw.   

  
APPROVAL OF 
MINUTES 
33/25 

Prescott/Wishart: 
That the regular meeting minutes of the April 14, 2025 
meeting be approved as circulated.   

CARRIED 
  
ADDITIONS TO THE 
AGENDA 
 

Policy Committee Report/Trustee Field  
Field Trips/Rena Sweeney 

ADOPTION OF 
AGENDA  
34/25 

Hunter/Wishart: 
That the regular agenda be adopted as amended. 

     CARRIED 

CORRESPONDENCE No Correspondence.  
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PRESENTATION No presentation. 
  
DISTRICT REPORTS:  
SUPERINTENDENT 
REPORT 

Superintendent Christina MacDonald provided an update 
on recent and upcoming events across the district. Highlights 
included the recent DPAC meeting and a proposal to host a 
screening of the Screenagers documentary as a parent 
information session, focusing on the challenges families face 
in managing screen time and device use. 
 
The District Track and Field meet is set for June 12 at Sunset 
Elementary School. This event requires a great deal of 
planning each year, and we sincerely appreciate the 
dedication of all staff who contribute to making the day a 
success. 
 
Convocation ceremonies are approaching, and the 
schedule of events was reviewed. 
 
Upcoming curriculum changes for the 2025–2026 school year 
were discussed. 
 
The Superintendent also acknowledged several province-
wide initiatives and events, including Mental Health Week, 
Moose Hide Campaign Day, and Child and Youth in Care 
Week. 
 
Finally, updates on recent legislative changes related to Bill 
15 were presented and reviewed. 
 

DISBURSEMENTS 
APRIL 2025 
35/25 

Deane/Hunter: 
That the April 2025 disbursement report be approved as 
circulated.  

CARRIED 
 

FIVE-YEAR CAPITAL 
PLAN 2026/2027 
 
 
 

Secretary Treasurer John Martin provided an overview of the 
five-year capital plan submission, which totals $17 million. The 
submission includes funding requests for major seismic 
upgrades at four schools within the district. 
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36/25 Garrett/Wishart: 
In accordance with provisions under section 142 (4) of the 
School Act, the Board of Education of School District No. 85 
(Vancouver Island North) hereby approves the proposed 
Five-Year Capital Plan for 2026/2027, as provided on the 
Five-Year Capital Plan Summary for 2026/2027 submitted to 
the Ministry of Education and Child Care. 

CARRIED 
  
ENROLLMENT REPORT Assistant Superintendent Rena Sweeney reported that district 

enrollment remains steady at 1,208, the same as last month. 
  
STAFFING UPDATE Assistant Superintendent Rena Sweeney provided an update 

on one current vacancy and staffing for the 2025-2026 
school year.  

  
PRO-D/IN-SERVICE 
DAY 

Assistant Superintendent Rena Sweeney shared highlights 
from the recent district Pro-D/In-service day. Keynote 
speaker Marc Garneau, a mathematics support teacher 
from Surrey, focused on student engagement and building 
confidence by reframing how students think about math. 
The day included two workshop sessions led by both visiting 
and local presenters, with lunch provided by the PHSS Travel 
Club. 

  
FIELD TRIPS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Assistant Superintendent Rena Sweeney presented two field 
trips for information. Camp Homewood informed the district 
that there are currently no qualified lifeguards on staff and 
the canoe instructors do not meet district certification 
requirements. As a result, schools attending Camp 
Homewood (SES, AJEES, FRES, EVES) will not participate in 
swimming or canoeing.  
 
PHSS has changed the date of their previously approved 
Bonanza Lake Canoe Trip from May 15-16 to May 22-23. 
 
Assistant Superintendent also brought forward two field trip 
requests for approval. 
 
PHSS is seeking approval to take four students on a trip to 
retrieve crab and prawn traps on May 30 as a wellness day. 
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37/25 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
38/25 

A licensed fishing charter vessel with the required safety 
certifications will be used to transport the students. 
 
Wishart/Tjepkema: 
That the Board approve the PHSS field trip request as 
presented. 

CARRIED 
 
PHSS is also requesting approval to take four students on a 
kayaking trip to Flower Island from June 11-13, 2025. These 
students have previously attended approved kayak safety 
training field trips. The trip will be led by instructors with 
several certifications, including Lead Guide Level 2 Sea 
Kayak Guide Alliance of BC, Level 3 ORCKA, Wilderness First 
Aid (90-hour certification), Wilderness First Aid (60-hour 
certification), and Bronze Medallion. 
 
Wishart/Deane: 
That the Board approve the PHSS field trip request as 
presented. 

CARRIED 
 

COMMITTEE POLICY 
REPORT 
 
 
39/25 

Vice-Chair Field brought forward a report from the earlier 
Committee of the Whole: Policy meeting. There were four 
items referred to the regular meeting for approval. 
 
Prescott/Hunter: 
That PM # 2-100 Field, Athletic and Cultural Trips policy be 
approved for housekeeping amendments. 

CARRIED 
40/25 Prescott/Hunter: 

That PM 2-180 Integration, Inclusion, Seclusion and Physical 
Restraint policy be approved for housekeeping 
amendments. 

CARRIED 
41/25 Prescott/Hunter: 

That PM 6-60 Use of School Grounds policy be approved for 
housekeeping amendments. 

CARRIED 
  



Minutes of the Regular Meeting – May 12, 2025 - Page 5 

42/25 Prescott/Hunter: 
That PM 4-40 Professional Development policy be approved 
for housekeeping amendments. 

CARRIED 
 
BUSINESS ARISING 
 

 
No business arising. 

NEW BUSINESS  Superintendent Christina MacDonald reported on an 
anticipated call with the Minister of Education to discuss the 
various areas of focus among school boards across the 
province. In preparation, the Board has reaffirmed its 
priorities. 

  
TRUSTEE SHARING:  
  
BCPSEA Vice-Chair Field discussed ongoing bargaining. 

 
FNEC Trustee Hunter discussed the upcoming FNEC meeting. 

 
BCSTA Trustee Hunter represented the district at the recent 

Provincial Council meeting at the BCSTA AGM. 
  
 Trustees Prescott and Tjepkema shared reflections on their 

visit earlier in the day to North Island Secondary School. A 
highlight of the visit was observing students engaged in 
hands-on learning activities, including Music, Pottery, and 
Shop classes. 

HEARING OF 
DELEGATES 

 

 
STUDENT TRUSTEES 

 
Student Trustee(s) shared information about the end of their 
final year.  

  
DPAC No DPAC representative. 
  
  
CUPE CUPE 2nd Vice-President Jody Welch had no updates. 
  
VINTA VINTA President Shawn Gough voiced his concerns about 

the tone of provincial bargaining, highlighting the recently 
approved budget cuts and the potential impact on schools 
and students. He urged Trustees to explore alternative cost-
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saving measures that do not directly affect students. He 
called on the Trustees to write to the Minister of Education, 
advocating for adequate funding for public education. 

  
QUESTION PERIOD    
(10 MINUTES 
MAXIMUM) 

No questions. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
43/25 

 
Prescott: 
That the regular meeting of May 12, 2025 be adjourned 
(6:32pm). 

CARRIED 
 

    
________________________________  ________________________________ 
     Chairperson of the Board    Secretary Treasurer 
  


