
PUBLIC MINUTES OF THE IN-CAMERA MEETING OF 
THE BOARD OF EDUCATION OF 

SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 85 (VANCOUVER ISLAND NORTH) 
 

March 10, 2025 
4:15 pm 

 
CALL TO ORDER: 
The meeting was called to order by, Leightan Wishart, Chairperson of the Board of 
Education, at North Island Secondary, Port McNeill, B.C. at 4:15 pm with the following 
in attendance: 
  

Leightan Wishart, Chair  Regrets: Lawrie Garrett 
Jeff Field, Vice-Chair   
Janet Deane, Trustee (Zoom)    
Kat Tjepkema, Trustee        
Eric Hunter, Trustee    
Carol Prescott, Trustee 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
APPROVAL OF 
MINUTES 
11/25 

Hunter/Field: 
That the minutes of the in-camera meeting of February 10, 
2025 be adopted as circulated. 

 CARRIED 
  
APPROVAL OF 
PUBLIC MINUTES 
12/25 

Hunter/Field: 
That the public minutes of the in-camera meeting of 
February 10, 2025 be adopted as circulated. 

  CARRIED 
 
ADDITIONS TO THE 
AGENDA 

Non-Neighbourhood Transfer/Rena Sweeney 
Provincial Council Meeting Update/Eric Hunter 

  
ADOPTION OF THE 
AGENDA 
13/25 

Hunter/Tjepkema: 
That the in-camera agenda be adopted as amended. 

 CARRIED 
  
EXCLUDED PRF 
#2/25 

Nil report. No motion required. 

MINISTER BEARE 
CORRESPONDENCE 

Superintendent Christina MacDonald reviewed three letters 
from Minister Beare’s office addressed to local nations.   
 
 

CUPE PRF #2/25 
14/25 

Field/Deane: 
That the CUPE P.R.F. #2/25 be adopted as circulated.   
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CARRIED 
  
CUPE GRIEVANCE 
UPDATE 

Secretary Treasurer John Martin reported no new CUPE 
grievances.   

  
2025 2026 ANNUAL 
BUDGET – 
POTENTIAL 
REDUCTIONS 
 

Secretary-Treasurer John Martin presented the Board with 
potential budget reduction options for the 2025–2026 
school year to address financial concerns. Discussion will 
take place at the regular meeting. 

RATIFICATION OF 
LOCAL MATTERS 
AGREEMENT 
 
15/25 

Secretary Treasurer John Martin reported on the ratification 
of the Local Matters Agreement with VINTA. He noted that 
the items are reasonable, and that senior management has 
no concerns. 
 
Field/Hunter: 
That the VINTA Local Matters Agreement be ratified. 

CARRIED 
  
LETTER OF 
UNDERSTANDING 2 
WEEK SPRING 
BREAK 
16/25 

Secretary Treasurer John Martin reported on the letter of 
understanding with VINTA regarding the 2 week spring 
break. While we are still waiting for approval by BCPSEA 
and BCTF, he noted that minor changes were made to the 
existing agreement and recommended it for Board 
approval. 
 
Hunter/Field: 
That the letter of understanding regarding a 2 week spring 
break be approved as presented. 

CARRIED 
VINTA PRF #2/25 
17/25 

Field/Deane: 
That the VINTA P.R.F. #2/25 be adopted as circulated.  

CARRIED 
  
VINTA GRIEVANCE 
UPDATES 

Assistant Superintendent Rena Sweeney reported 2 new 
VINTA grievances at this time.   

  
STAFFING UPDATES Assistant Superintendent Rena Sweeney reported 2 

temporary vacancies totaling 1.83 FTE.  
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________________________________  ________________________________ 
     Chairperson of the Board    Secretary Treasurer 
 

NON-
NEIGHBOURHOOD 
TRANSFER 
 
 
 
 
18/25 

Assistant Superintendent Rena Sweeney presented a new 
non-neighbourhood transfer request to move one child from 
EVES to FRES. Currently, FRES does not have the capacity to 
accommodate this request. The request is not 
recommended at this time but could be revisited for the 
2025–2026 school year. 
 
Field/Tjepkema: 
That the non-neighbourhood transfer request not be 
approved at this time. 

CARRIED 
  
FIELD TRIP Assistant Superintendent Rena Sweeney presented a field 

trip request from PHSS for eighteen students to visit Beaver 
Lake in May to learn canoeing. This application will be 
brought forward once additional requirements are met. 

  
NEW BUSINESS No new business. 
  
PROVINCIAL 
COUNCIL MEETING 
UPDATE 

Trustee Hunter shared  an updated from the recent BCTSA 
Provincial Council meeting. 
 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
19/25 
 

Tjepkema: 
That the in-camera meeting of March 10, 2025 be 
adjourned (4:46 pm).  

CARRIED 


