
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF 
THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 85 (VANCOUVER ISLAND NORTH) 
 

October 21, 2024 
6:00 PM 

CALL TO ORDER: 

The meeting was called to order by Leightan Wishart, Chairperson of the Board of 
Education, at North Island Secondary School, Port McNeill, B.C. at 6:00 pm with 
the following in attendance: 
  
 Leightan Wishart, Chair     
 Jeff Field, Vice-Chair          
 Janet Deane, Trustee (Zoom)    
 Lawrie Garrett, Trustee     
 Eric Hunter, Trustee     
 Carol Prescott, Trustee (Zoom)     

Kat Tjepkema, Trustee  
 Abby Harris, Student Trustee 
 Sophia Edstrom, Student Trustee 
 
WELCOME 
 

 
Chair Wishart opened the meeting by acknowledging the 
traditional territories of the Kwakwaka'wakw.   

  
APPROVAL OF 
MINUTES 
49/24 

Deane/Field: 
That the regular meeting minutes of the September 16, 2024 
meeting be approved as circulated.   

CARRIED 
  
ADDITIONS TO THE 
AGENDA 
 

Topic/Name  
No additions to the agenda.  

ADOPTION OF 
AGENDA  
50/24 

Field/Tjepkema: 
That the regular agenda be adopted as presented. 

     CARRIED 

CORRESPONDENCE No Correspondence.  
  
PRESENTATION No Presentation. 
  
DISTRICT REPORTS:  
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SUPERINTENDENT 
REPORT 

Superintendent Christina MacDonald provided an update 
on recent events across the district, including the recent 
weather incident that disrupted BC Ferries, leaving many 
students stranded. A heartfelt thank you goes out to the staff 
who came together to ensure the students' safety until 
alternative arrangements could be made. 
 
Additionally, the district’s cross country day is fast 
approaching, and there’s great excitement for this fun-filled 
event. A special thank you to the staff who have worked 
hard to organize and make this day possible. 
 
Sunset Elementary has launched a pilot project called 
"Munch a Lunch", an online ordering system for school 
lunches. This platform allows families to create an account, 
input dietary restrictions, place orders, and, if they choose, 
contribute any amount to the cost of the meals. We look 
forward to feedback on this project. 
 
The district participated in the annual Great Shakeout and 
the drill went smoothly at all locations.  
 
The district is participating in a second data dive discussion 
with the ministry to gather information that will support the 
development of the next strategic plan. We look forward to 
sharing more details with the Board soon. 
 

GRADUATION DATES 
51/24 

Superintendent Christina MacDonald reported the proposed 
dates requested from the secondary schools to hold their 
graduation and convocation ceremonies.  
 
Field/Hunter: 
That the graduation dates be approved as presented. 

CARRIED 
CELL PHONE 
RESTRICTION UPDATE 
 

Superintendent Christina MacDonald updated the board on 
the current cell phone restrictions in schools, highlighting the 
positive feedback received. Parents have noted a 
noticeable reduction in homework as a result. 
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DISBURSEMENTS 
SEPTEMBER 
52/24 

Field/Tjepkema: 
That the September 2024 disbursement report be approved 
as circulated.  

CARRIED 
  

ENROLLMENT REPORT Assistant Superintendent Rena Sweeney reported as of 
September 2024 district enrollment is currently at 1,219 which 
is down eight from the projected enrollment figures. 

  
STAFFING UPDATE Assistant Superintendent Rena Sweeney provided an update 

on staffing for the 2024-2025 school year. Vacancies for the 
district are currently at 2.42 FTE.  

  
BUSINESS ARISING 
 

No business arising. 

NEW BUSINESS  No new business. 
  
TRUSTEE SHARING:  
  
BCPSEA Vice-Chair Field discussed the upcoming BCPSEA Symposium 

and reported that local bargaining with teachers is starting 
soon.  
 

FNEC Trustee Hunter discussed the upcoming FNEC meeting.  
 

BCSTA Trustee Hunter discussed representing the district at the 
upcoming Provincial Council meeting. 

  
 Chair Wishart discussed the school visit to SES. It was a unique 

visit with students asking them questions. 
 

HEARING OF 
DELEGATES 

 

 
STUDENT TRUSTEES 

 
No report. 

  
DPAC No DPAC representative. 
  
VINTA VINTA President Shawn Gough addressed the Board 

regarding upcoming bargaining, the recent provincial 
election and its potential impacts, as well as opposition to 
the G designation review process. 
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CUPE CUPE President Jody Welch discussed upcoming bargaining. 

Jody also shared her appreciation of one of the CUPE 
members that stayed out Friday evening to assist NISS 
students during the weather event that disrupted ferry 
services. 

  
QUESTION PERIOD    
(10 MINUTES 
MAXIMUM) 

No questions. 

  
ADJOURNMENT 
53/24 

Prescott: 
That the regular meeting of October 21, 2024 be adjourned 
(6:34 pm) 

CARRIED 
 

  
  
  
 
________________________________  ________________________________ 
     Chairperson of the Board    Secretary Treasurer 
  


