
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF 
THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 85 (VANCOUVER ISLAND NORTH) 
 

June 10, 2024 
6:00 PM 

CALL TO ORDER: 

The meeting was called to order by Leightan Wishart, Chairperson of the Board of 
Education, at the School Board Office, Port Hardy, B.C. at 6:00 pm with the 
following in attendance: 
  
 Leightan Wishart, Chair   Regrets: Janet Deane, Trustee 
 Jeff Field, Vice-Chair            
 Lawrie Garrett, Trustee    
 Eric Hunter, Trustee     
 Carol Prescott, Trustee (Zoom)     

Kat Tjepkema, Trustee  
 Jordyn Smith, Student Trustee 
 Kylie MacGregor, Student Trustee 
 
 
WELCOME 
 

 
Chair Wishart opened the meeting by acknowledging the 
traditional territories of the Kwakwaka'wakw.  

  
APPROVAL OF 
MINUTES 
36/24 

Hunter/Field: 
That the regular meeting minutes of the May 13, 2024 
meeting be approved as circulated.   

CARRIED 
  
ADDITIONS TO THE 
AGENDA 
 

Access to School Zones Act / Christina MacDonald 
School Name Change / John Martin 
Field Trips / Rena Sweeney 
Letter from Minister / Leightan Wishart 
 

ADOPTION OF 
AGENDA  
37/24 

Garrett/Tjepkema: 
That the regular agenda be adopted as amended. 

     CARRIED 

CORRESPONDENCE Letter from Minister Rachna Singh was reviewed. 
  
PRESENTATION No presentation. 
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DISTRICT REPORTS:  
SUPERINTENDENT 
REPORT 

Superintendent Christina MacDonald provided updates on 
various events happening around the district, including 
upcoming graduation ceremonies, wellness days, district 
track and field activities, and the DPAC meeting. She 
highlighted numerous opportunities throughout the district to 
honor and celebrate National Indigenous History Month. 
Additionally, she extended a big Gilakas’la to Irene Isaac 
and her team for their ongoing hard work for the district and 
the community. 
 
A Ministry of Education and Child Care team recently visited 
the district for a multi-day discussion on Strategic Plans. As 
we approach the final year of our current plan, the focus 
was on developing a new five-year plan. 
 
Christina attended a recent Foundry Leadership meeting 
and expressed satisfaction with the upcoming summer 
programs. Progress on their new building continues, and they 
are eager to share more information with the public soon. 
 
Superintendent Christina MacDonald shared important 
Emergency BC resources pertinent to extreme heat 
conditions, including information about the wildfire app and 
the locations of cooling stations. She emphasized the 
significance of being prepared and staying informed during 
times of heightened risk, ensuring the safety and well-being 
of students, staff, and the community.  
 

BOARD MEETING 
SCHEDULE 24/25 
 

Superintendent Christina MacDonald discussed an update 
to the Board Meeting Schedule. 

SAFE ACCESS TO 
SCHOOL ZONES 

Superintendent Christina MacDonald discussed Bill 22 Safe 
Access to Schools Act. This bill safeguards school access by 
granting the Lieutenant Governor in Council the authority to 
create access zones around schools. It prohibits protests and 
other activities within these zones that obstruct access, 
disrupt educational programs or extracurricular activities, or 
pose a threat to an individual's physical or mental well-
being. 
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DISBURSEMENTS 
MAY 
38/24 

Field/Tjepkema: 
That the May 2024 disbursement report be approved as 
circulated.  

CARRIED 
 

MAJOR CAPITAL 
PROJECT 
SUBMISSION 2025/26 
39/24 

The Board reviewed the list of projects in the 2025-26 Major 
Capital Plan Submission totaling $19,283,192 and $595,000. 
 
Hunter/Field: 
In accordance with provisions under section 142 (4) of the 
School Act, the Board of Education of School District No. 85 
(Vancouver Island North) hereby approves the proposed 
Five-Year Capital Plan for 2025/2026, as provided on the 
Five-Year Capital Plan Summary for 2025/2026 submitted to 
the Ministry of Education and Child Care.  

CARRIED 
  
SVEJSS NAME 
CHANGE 
40/24 
 
 
 

Secretary John Martin reviewed the feedback received for 
the proposed name change from Sea View Elementary 
Junior Secondary School to Sea View Elementary School.  
 
Field/Prescott: 
That Sea View Elementary Junior Secondary School be 
changed to Sea View Elementary School, effective July 1, 
2024. 

CARRIED 
  
ENROLLMENT REPORT Assistant Superintendent Rena Sweeney reported that as of 

April 2024 district enrollment is 1,240, which is up two from last 
month. 

  
STAFFING UPDATE Assistant Superintendent Rena Sweeney provided an update 

on staffing. She was pleased to note a significant number of 
new applications from external candidates for various 
positions. 

  
FIELD TRIP EVES Assistant Superintendent presented one high-risk field trip 

request for informational purposes. EVES will host a cultural 
celebration on June 21st, which includes the use of the 
Galtham canoe. The school has all required protocols in 
place as outlined in the high-risk field trip policy. 

  
BUSINESS ARISING No business arising. 
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NEW BUSINESS  No new business. 
  
TRUSTEE SHARING:  
  
BCPSEA Vice-Chair Field discussed the communications he has sent 

to the trustees. He noted a change in a position at BCPSEA, 
which is challenging given the upcoming bargaining 
process. 
 

FNEC Trustee Hunter discussed the recent FNEC meeting and the 
Scholarship committee meeting. 
 

BCSTA Trustee Hunter had no new updates regarding BCSTA. 
  
SCHOOL VISIT Trustees Field and Hunter discussed the school visits today 

and the highlights from each location. 
 

HEARING OF 
DELEGATES 

 

 
STUDENT TRUSTEES 

 
Student Trustees provided updates on the final field trips for 
sports teams, upcoming graduation visits to elementary 
schools, and a planned visit to Grant Bay. They noted that 
graduation ceremonies are approaching and expressed 
their gratitude to the Board for the opportunity to serve this 
year. 

  
DPAC No DPAC representative. 
  
VINTA VINTA President Jason Voth discussed the conclusion of his 

five-year tenure as local president. He expressed his hope 
that the Board will remain student-focused as it moves 
forward. 

  
CUPE CUPE President Jody Welch expressed her support for the 

SVEJSS name change and discussed her anticipation for the 
upcoming round of CUPE bargaining.  

  
QUESTION PERIOD    
(10 MINUTES 
MAXIMUM) 

No questions. 
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ADJOURNMENT 
41/24 

 
Prescott: 
That the regular meeting of June 10, 2024 be adjourned (6:38 
pm) 

CARRIED 
 

 
 
 
 
 
________________________________  ________________________________ 
     Chairperson of the Board    Secretary Treasurer  


