
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF 
THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 85 (VANCOUVER ISLAND NORTH) 
 

May 13, 2024 
6:00 PM 

CALL TO ORDER: 

The meeting was called to order by Leightan Wishart, Chairperson of the Board of 
Education, at North Island Secondary School, Port McNeill, B.C. at 6:00 pm with 
the following in attendance: 
  
 Leightan Wishart, Chair     
 Jeff Field, Vice-Chair           
 Lawrie Garrett, Trustee     
 Eric Hunter, Trustee     
 Carol Prescott, Trustee (Zoom)     

Kat Tjepkema, Trustee 
Janet Deane, Trustee (Zoom) 

 Jordyn Smith, Student Trustee 
 Kylie MacGregor, Student Trustee 
 Tessa Zimmerman, Student Trustee 
 
 
WELCOME 
 

 
Chair Wishart opened the meeting by acknowledging the 
traditional territories of the Kwakwaka'wakw. 

  
APPROVAL OF 
MINUTES 
24/24 

Field/Hunter: 
That the regular meeting minutes of the April 8, 2024 meeting 
be approved as circulated.   

CARRIED 
  
ADDITIONS TO THE 
AGENDA 
 

No additions to the agenda.  

ADOPTION OF 
AGENDA  
25/24 

Tjepkema/Field: 
That the regular agenda be adopted as presented. 

     CARRIED 

CORRESPONDENCE No Correspondence.  
  
PRESENTATION No presentation.  
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DISTRICT REPORTS:  
SUPERINTENDENT 
REPORT 

Superintendent Christina MacDonald reported on events 
happening around the district such as the District Literacy 
Network, initiated this year, which has been productive in 
engaging K-3 educators, with plans to extend its reach to 
include educators up to grade 7. Meaningful discussions on 
literacy and the development of a literacy framework have 
been key focuses.  
 
Regarding grade 4 FSA results, it was noted that the district 
has exceeded the provincial average, with over 80% of 
grade 4 students achieving proficiency. Notably, Indigenous 
students in grade 4 have also surpassed the provincial 
average. Efforts are underway to replicate this success in 
grade 7, with progress evident but more work needed to 
reach the provincial average. Acknowledgment was given 
to the dedication of teachers in enhancing literacy 
outcomes and gratitude was expressed for their ongoing 
efforts. 
 
The recent District Science Fair was a great success, and we 
extend our appreciation to Melody Watson, Malcolm 
Fleeton, and everyone else who contributed to organizing 
this inspiring event. We were also pleased that many of the 
trustees could participate as judges. 
 
The Indigenous-focused Professional Development Day was 
both well-organized and well-attended. A big thank you 
goes to Sarah Soltau, Irene Isaac, Rena Sweeney, and 
everyone else who helped plan this multi-site, multi-event 
day. 
 
The District is eagerly anticipating the upcoming Cultural 
Celebration Days for EMX, PHSS, EVES, FRES and ABES. 
 

DISBURSEMENTS 
APRIL 
26/24 

Field/Hunter: 
That the April 2024 disbursement report be approved as 
circulated.  

CARRIED 
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2024-2025 BUDGET 
BYLAW 

Secretary Treasurer John Martin presented the 2024-2025 
Budget Bylaw. Trustees unanimously agreed to give the 
bylaw all three readings at this time. 

 
27/24 Field/Hunter: 

That the 2024-25 Budget Bylaw receive first reading. 
CARRIED 

 
28/24 Field/Hunter: 

That the 2024-25 Budget Bylaw receive second reading. 
CARRIED 

 
29/24 Field/Hunter: 

That the 2024-25 Budget Bylaw receive third and final 
reading. 

CARRIED 
  

ENROLLMENT REPORT Assistant Superintendent Rena Sweeney reported that as of 
April 2024 district enrollment is 1,238, which is down three 
from last month. 

  
STAFFING UPDATE Assistant Superintendent Rena Sweeney provided an update 

on staffing for the 2023-2024 school year. The first round of 
postings for the 2024-2025 school year have also been 
posted.  

  
FIELD TRIPS 
 

Assistant Superintendent Rena Sweeney brought forward a 
high risk field trip request from Eke Me-Xi Learning Centre to 
take thirty students and up to five chaperones to Deer Island 
for an overnight stay. 
 

30/24 Field/Garrett: 
That the Board approve this field trip request as presented. 

CARRIED 
  
 Assistant Superintendent Rena Sweeney brought forward a 

high risk field trip request from Port Hardy Secondary School 
to take eight students and two chaperones to Telegraph 
Cover for sea Kayaking. 

  
31/24 Field/Garrett: 

That the Board approve this field trip request as presented. 
CARRIED 
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 Assistant Superintendent Rena Sweeney brought forward a 
field trip request to Camp Homewood. As this type of high 
risk trip has the Board’s pre-approval, it was shared for 
information only. 
 

COMMITTEE POLICY 
REPORT 
 
 
32/24 

Vice-Chair Field brought forward a report from the earlier 
Committee of the Whole: Policy meeting. There were three 
items referred to the regular meeting. 
 
Field/Tjepkema: 
That PM 2-120 Privacy Management Program amendments 
be approved as housekeeping changes. 

CARRIED 
33/24 Field/Tjepkema: 

That PM 2-42 Code of Conduct – Students amendments be 
approved as housekeeping changes. 

CARRIED 
34/24 Field/Tjepkema: 

That PM 4-50 Pregnancy Leave Benefits – Excluded Staff 
amendments be approved as housekeeping changes. 

CARRIED 
  

BUSINESS ARISING 
 

No business arising. 

NEW BUSINESS  No new business. 
  
TRUSTEE SHARING:  
  
FNEC Trustee Hunter discussed the Indigenous Education 

Enhancement Agreement signing at the Fort Rupert Big 
House. The event was remarkable with all the schools 
contributing to the day in the way of performances. 
 

BCSTA Trustee Hunter attended at the recent BCSTA AGM meeting 
in Vancouver, which was well organized. 

  
 Chair Wishart and Vice-Chair Field discussed the Alert Bay 

Elementary School visit earlier today and highlighted the 
welcome signing, school tour and StrongStart program tour. 
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HEARING OF 
DELEGATES 

 

 
STUDENT TRUSTEES 

 
Student Trustee(s) shared information about the WellNISS day 
held the previous week. While they were not in attendance 
due to mentoring obligations, they received great feedback 
about the day from their peers. 

  
DPAC No DPAC representative. 
  
VINTA VINTA President Jason Voth discussed the upcoming fall 

bargaining. He expressed concern for his members as they 
navigate the challenging period until June. 

  
CUPE CUPE President Jody Welch did not provide any updates. 

She is set to meet with the Secretary-Treasurer soon to 
address important matters. 

  
QUESTION PERIOD    
(10 MINUTES 
MAXIMUM) 

No questions. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
35/24 

 
Prescott: 
That the regular meeting of May 13, 2024 be adjourned 
(6:37pm) 

CARRIED 
 

 
 
 
 
 
________________________________  ________________________________ 
     Chairperson of the Board    Secretary Treasurer 
  


