
PUBLIC MINUTES OF THE IN-CAMERA MEETING OF 
THE BOARD OF EDUCATION OF 

SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 85 (VANCOUVER ISLAND NORTH) 
 

May 13, 2024 
3:00 pm 

 
CALL TO ORDER: 
The meeting was called to order by, Leightan Wishart, Chairperson of the Board of 
Education, at North Island Secondary, Port McNeill, B.C. at 3:00 pm with the following 
in attendance: 
  

Leightan Wishart, Chair  Regrets:  
Jeff Field, Vice-Chair   
Kat Tjepkema, Trustee      
Lawrie Garrett, Trustee   
Eric Hunter, Trustee    
Carol Prescott, Trustee (Zoom) 
Janet Deane, Trustee (Zoom) 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
APPROVAL OF 
MINUTES 
25/24 

Hunter/Field: 
That the minutes of the in-camera meeting of April  8, 2024 
be adopted as amended. 

 CARRIED 
  
APPROVAL OF 
PUBLIC MINUTES 
26/24 

Hunter/Field:  
That the public minutes of the in-camera meeting of April 8, 
2024 be adopted as amended. 

  CARRIED 
 
ADDITIONS TO THE 
AGENDA 

Skateboard Park/John Martin 
Quatsino School Property/John Martin 
 

  
ADOPTION OF THE 
AGENDA 
27/24 

Garrett/Hunter: 
That the in-camera agenda be adopted as amended. 

 CARRIED 
  
EXCLUDED PRF 
#4/24 

Nil report. No motion required.         

COMMUNITY OF 
PRACTICE 

Superintendent Christina MacDonald announced an 
upcoming meeting with the Ministry to discuss the "Effective 
Strategic Planning Community of Practice." This meeting will 
support the development of our forthcoming Framework for 
Enhanced Student Learning (FESL). 
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CUPE PRF #4/24 
28/24 

Deane/Field: 
That the CUPE P.R.F. #4/24 be adopted as circulated. 

CARRIED 
 

CUPE GRIEVANCE 
UPDATE 

Secretary Treasurer John Martin reported three new CUPE 
grievances at this time.  

  
EXCLUDED STAFF 
BENEFITS 
 

Secretary Treasurer John Martin presented recommended 
improvements to the exempt and PVP staff benefits plans, 
as advised by BCPSEA, to align them with the benefits 
negotiated for other staff groups. 

  
29/24 Garrett/Tjepkema: 

That the proposed changes be approved as presented. 
CARRIED 

  
SEA VIEW SCHOOL 
CONFIGURATION 
 

Secretary Treasurer John Martin reported that the 
enrollment at Sea View Elementary Junior Secondary 
School continues to decline. He recommended that the 
district consult with the community to reconfigure the 
school from a K-10 school to a K-7 structure. 

  
30/24 Field/Hunter: 

That the district initiate the process of community 
consultation to restructure SVEJSS as proposed. 

CARRIED 
 

SKATEBOARD PARK Secretary Treasurer John Martin provided an update on a 
recent proposal for the district to allocate space for a 
skateboard park installation in the Port McNeill community. 

  
QUATSINO 
SCHOOL PROPERTY  

Secretary Treasurer John Martin presented a request from 
the Quatsino community to use the school for an 
anniversary gathering. The current tenants of this property 
have no concerns with the purposed event and support the 
request.  

  
31/24 Deane/Hunter: 

That the planned activity can proceed as planned. 
CARRIED 

 
VINTA PRF #4/24 
32/24 

Deane/Field: 
That the VINTA P.R.F. #4/24 be adopted as circulated.  

CARRIED 
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________________________________ ________________________________ 
 Chairperson of the Board       Secretary Treasurer 
 

  
VINTA GRIEVANCE 
UPDATES 

Assistant Superintendent Rena Sweeney reported two new 
VINTA grievances at this time. 

  
STAFFING UPDATES Assistant Superintendent Rena Sweeney reported that the 

spring staffing process has begun. The first round of postings 
for fall positions has been released. One of the two District 
Elementary Counselors has been hired to start in September. 
The process of hiring for the TTOC list is underway, with 
numerous applicants from the VIU Education program. 

  
FIELD TRIPS Assistant Superintendent Rena Sweeney brought forward 

two high risk field trip requests for information only. These 
requests will be brought forward to the public meeting for 
approval. 

  
STUDENT TRANSFER 
REQUEST 

Assistant Superintendent Rena Sweeney reviewed a non-
neighbourhood transfer request from SVEJSS to SES. SES does 
have capacity and the parent has spoken to Principals at 
both schools and is aware that transportation would be their  
responsibility. 

  
33/24 Field/Tjepkema: 

That the Board approve the non-neighbourhood transfers as 
requested. 

 CARRIED 
NEW BUSINESS No new business to report. 
  
ADJOURNMENT 
34/24 
 

Deane: 
That the in-camera meeting of May 13, 2024 be adjourned 
(3:24pm).  

CARRIED 


