MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF
THE BOARD OF EDUCATION
SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 85 (VANCOUVER ISLAND NORTH)

April 8, 2024
6:00 PM
CALL TO ORDER:

The meeting was called to order by Jeff Field, Vice-Chair of the Board of
Education, at the School Board Office, Port Hardy, B.C. at 6:00 pm with the
following in attendance:

Leightan Wishart, Chair (Zoom) Regrets: Lawrie Garrett
Jeff Field, Vice-Chair
Janet Deane, Trustee (Zoom) Guests: Darby Gildersleeve

Eric Hunter, Trustee

Carol Prescott, Trustee

Kat Tjepkema, Trustee

Jordyn Smith, Student Trustee
Tessa Zimmerman, Student Trustee

WELCOME Vice-Chair Field opened the meeting by acknowledging
the traditional territories of the Kwakwaka'wakw.

APPROVAL OF Hunter/Tjepkema:
MINUTES That the regular meeting minutes of the March 11, 2024
17/24 meeting be approved as circulated.
CARRIED
ADDITIONS TO THE Field Trips/ Rena Sweeney
AGENDA
ADOPTION OF Prescott/Tjepkema:
AGENDA That the regular agenda be adopted as amended.
18/24 CARRIED

CORRESPONDENCE VISTA Letter to the BCSTA President was reviewed.

PRESENTATION No presentation.
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DISTRICT REPORTS:

SUPERINTENDENT
REPORT

DISBURSEMENTS
MARCH 2024
19/24

Superintendent Christina MacDonald reported on events
happening around the district such as the New Employee
Orientation Day held on April 3 at the Quatse Hatchery.

The Kwakwaka'wakw Health Career Gathering is coming up
on April 10 in Alert Bay. Irene Isaac, the District Principal of
Indigenous Education, has invested considerable effort into
organizing this event, collaborating with twenty-two
community partners including the Kwakiutl Band Councill,
Foundry, ‘Namgis Fire Department and Treatment Centre, as
well as institutions like UBC, UVIC, and NIC.

The Regional Science Fair is swiftly approaching and will be
held at the Port Hardy Civic Centre from April 23 to 25, 2024.
This exciting event promises to highlight the ingenuity and
creativity of budding young scientists from the region as they
unveil their innovative projects and discoveries.

The District eagerly anticipates the rescheduled signing of the
Indigenous Education Enhancement Agreement at the Fort
Rupert Big House on April 30, 2024. It is an event of significant
importance, marking a milestone in our commitment to
Indigenous education and reconciliation.

The District’s next Pro-D day is on May 3 and will focus on
outdoor learning. The Indigenous Education program is
actively engaged in planning to ensure that the upcoming
event delivers a meaningful and impactful experience for all
participants.

The Ministry of Education has announced another year of
funding for the affordability grant. This will provide our District
with $100,000 in additional funding.

Tiepkema/Deane:
That the March 2024 disbursement report be approved as
circulated.

CARRIED
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CAPITAL PLAN
BYLAW

20/24

21/24

22/24

ENROLLMENT REPORT

STAFFING UPDATE

FIELD TRIPS

NEW BUSINESS

TRUSTEE SHARING:

BCPSEA

FNEC

BCSTA

Secretary Treasurer John Martin presented the Capital Plan
Bylaw No. 2024/25-CPSD85-01. Trustees unanimously agreed
to give the bylaw all three readings at this time.

Hunter/Prescott:

That the Capital Plan Bylaw receive first reading.
CARRIED

Hunter/Prescott:

That the Capital Plan Bylaw receive second reading.
CARRIED

Hunter/Prescott:

That the Capital Plan Bylaw receive third and final reading.
CARRIED

Assistant Superintendent Rena Sweeney reported district
enrollment as of March 2024 is 1,241 students which is down
five students from last month.

Assistant Superintendent Rena Sweeney provided an update
on staffing for the 2023-2024 school year. Vacancies for the
district are currently at 3.57 FTE. Postings for the 2024-2025
school year are occurring as well.

Assistant Superintendent Rena Sweeney reported on an
upcoming field trip at EVES. The school is sending a group to
Camp Homewood in May.

A group of PHSS students had an amazing adventure in
Japan during spring break and they plan to present at an
upcoming Board Meeting.

No new business.

Vice-Chair Field discussed the start of the teacher bargaining
process.

Trustee Hunter discussed the upcoming FNEC meeting on
May 7, 2024.

Trustee Hunter represented the district at the recent
Provincial Council meeting.
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HEARING OF
DELEGATES

STUDENT TRUSTEES

DPAC

VINTA

CUPE

QUESTION PERIOD
(10 MINUTES

MAXIMUM)

ADJOURNMENT
23/24

Trust Prescott discussed the highlight of the school visit at Sea
View Elementary School.

Student Trustees shared information about the Provincial
Student Learning Survey that will be completed soon. NISS
has a chess tournament coming up which will include several
schools from around the district.

Suicide alertness training is coming up for grade 11-12
students. Other groups and clubs are holding events such as
soccer, e-sports, golf, yearbook, student council, and much
more. Also, scholarship application packages are underway
and due soon.

No DPAC representative.
No representative.
No CUPE representative.

No questions.

Prescott:
That the regular meeting of April 8, 2024 be adjourned (6:33
pm)

CARRIED

Chairperson of the Board Secretary Treasurer



