
PUBLIC MINUTES OF THE IN-CAMERA MEETING OF 
THE BOARD OF EDUCATION OF 

SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 85 (VANCOUVER ISLAND NORTH) 
 

November 14, 2023 
4:00 pm 

 
CALL TO ORDER: 
The meeting was called to order by, Leightan Wishart, Chairperson of the Board of 
Education, at the School Board Office, Port Hardy, B.C. at 4:00 pm with the following 
in attendance: 
  

Leightan Wishart, Chair  Regrets:  
Jeff Field, Vice-Chair   
Janet Deane, Trustee    
Kat Tjepkema, Trustee      
Lawrie Garrett, Trustee   
Eric Hunter, Trustee    
Carol Prescott, Trustee 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
APPROVAL OF 
MINUTES 
77/23 

Deane/hunter: 
That the minutes of the in-camera meeting of October 16, 
2023 be adopted as circulated. 

 CARRIED 
  
APPROVAL OF 
PUBLIC MINUTES 
78/23 

Deane/Hunter: 
That the public minutes of the in-camera meeting of October 
16, 2023 be adopted as circulated. 

  CARRIED 
 
ADDITIONS TO THE 
AGENDA 

Media Release/ Christina MacDonald 
NISS Teacher Update/ Christina MacDonald 
Human Rights Complaint Update / Christina MacDonald 
Parent Concern/ Christina MacDonald 
Maternity Leave Top-up/Trustee Field 

  
ADOPTION OF THE 
AGENDA 
79/23 

Deane/Hunter: 
That the in-camera agenda be adopted as amended. 

 CARRIED 
  
EXCLUDED PRF 
#8/23 
80/23 

Deane/Prescott: 
That the Excluded P.R.F. #8/23 be adopted as circulated.  

 CARRIED 
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LETTER OF 
SUPPORT- VINTA 

Superintendent Christina MacDonald reported on a draft 
letter of support sent to SD85 from VINTA regarding 
LGBTQ2S+. 
 

1701 REPORT Superintendent Christina MacDonald review the latest 1701 
Report which is provided to the ministry every year.  
 

NISS TEACHER 
UPDATE 

Superintendent Christina MacDonald provided an update 
on a NISS teacher matter. 

  
HUMAN RIGHTS 
COMPLAINT 
UPDATE 

Superintendent Christina MacDonald provided an update 
on a human rights complaint. 

  
PARENT CONCERN 
UPDATE 

Superintendent Christina MacDonald provided an update 
on a recent parent concern. 

  
CUPE PRF #8/23 
81/23 

Field/Deane: 
That the CUPE P.R.F. #8/23 be adopted as circulated.  

CARRIED 
 

CUPE GRIEVANCE 
UPDATE 

Secretary Treasurer John Martin reported there were no 
new CUPE grievances. 

  
VINTA PRF #8/23 
82/23 

Field/ Deane: 
That the VINTA P.R.F. #8/23 be adopted as circulated.  

CARRIED 
  
VINTA GRIEVANCE 
UPDATE 

Assistant Superintendent Rena Sweeney reported one new 
VINTA grievance. 

  
STAFFING UPDATES Assistant Superintendent Rena Sweeney reported 5.14 FTE 

vacancies. The District has registered to attend two 
upcoming education career fairs. 

  
FIELD TRIPS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Assistant Superintendent Rena Sweeney brought forward a 
request for the Board to give her the authority to approve 
high-risk field trip requests to Hada, subject to the trips 
meeting all guidelines. Any trips that take place will continue 
to be reported to the Board at Board meetings. 
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________________________________  ________________________________ 
     Chairperson of the Board    Secretary Treasurer 
 

83/23 Deane/Tjepkema: 
That the Board give the Assistant Superintendent the 
authority to approve all High Risk Field trip requests to Hada, 
provided all guidelines for such trips are followed. 

 CARRIED 
  
NEW BUSINESS Trustee Field discussed maternity leave top-up and 

approaches being taken by other districts. The matter will be 
reviewed by staff and brought forward to the December 
meeting. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
84/23 
 

Prescott: 
That the in-camera meeting of November 14, 2023 be 
adjourned (5:12 pm). 

CARRIED 


