SD 85 Scholarships and Bursaries
Aboriginal Achievement Award
Aboriginal Citizenship Bursary

Mosaic Forest Management Scholarship

General checklist for scholarships include:

* Students demonstrated high standards in academic achievement
* Students demonstrated a commitment to contributing to their family
and to their community. (example: volunteer work)

* Cover letter specific to the above criteria

e Self-identify

e 2 Letters of Reference

* Resume

* Transcript

Please be sure to review each application checklist to be sure you
include ALL the necessary requirements.

Following Christmas break applications should be submitted to your
nation for Band sponsorship.

Other Scholarships and Bursaries

New Relationship Trust Foundation
www.newrelationshiptrust.ca/funding/for-students

Indspire

http://indspire.ca/for-students/bursaries-scholarships/

Health Sciences Association
http://www.hsabc.org/member-benefits/scholarships-and-bursaries
Aboriginal Learning Links

http://aboriginallearning.ca/

First Citizens Fund Student Bursary
http://www.bcaafc.com/programs/firstcitizensfund/31-studentbursary
Indigenous and Northern Affairs Canada (INAC)
http://www.aadnc-aandc.gc.ca/eng/1351185180120/1351685455328
Aboriginal Multi-Media Society
www.ammsa.com/community-access/scholarships

BC Aboriginal Student Award

http://www.ikbbc.ca/web/aboriginal

Please see School District 85 website for a more complete list of scholarships
and bursaries.
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Help your teen succeed in high school.
How you can help.

Attend Back-to-School Night

and Parent-Teacher Conferences

Teens do better in school when parents support their academic efforts.
Attending your school's open house or back-to-school night is a great
way to get to know your teen's teachers and their expectations.

Visit the School and Its Website

Knowing the physical layout of the school building and grounds can
help you connect with your teen when you talk about the school day.
It's good to know the location of the main office, cafeteria, gym, athletic
fields, auditorium, and special classes.

Support Homework Expectations

During the high school years, homework gets more intense and
grades become critical for college plans. Make sure your teen has a
quiet, well-lit, distraction-free place to study that's stocked with
supplies. Distraction-free means no phone, TV, or websites other than
homework-related resources.

Send Your Teen to School Ready to Learn

A nutritious breakfast fuels up teens and gets them ready for the day.
In general, teens who eat breakfast have more energy and do better
in school.

Instill Organizational Skills

Learning and mastering the skills of getting organized, staying focused,
and seeing work through to the end will help teens in just about
everything they do.

Contact Information

Irene Isaac, Wetila'ogwa, District Principal of Aboriginal Programs:

tel 250.949.6618 x2233 fax 250.949.8792 email iisaac@sd85.bc.ca
Miranda Berry, Secretary for Aboriginal Programs tel 250.949.6618 x2231 mberry@sd85.bc.ca

Aboriginal Education Team

Offer Help With Studying

When there's a lot to study, help your teen to break down tasks into smaller
chunks and stick to the studying calendar schedule so they are not studying
for multiple tests all in one night. Remind your teen to take notes in class,
organize them by subject, and review them at home. And remember that
getting a good night's sleep is smarter than cramming.

Know the Disciplinary and Bullying Policies

All schools have rules and consequences for student behaviors. Schools
usually cite disciplinary policies (sometimes called the student code of
conduct) in student handbooks. The rules usually cover expectations, and
consequences for not meeting the expectations, for things like student
behavior, dress codes, use of electronic devices, and acceptable language.

Get Involved

Follow your teen's cues to determine how much interaction works for both
of you, and whether your volunteering should stay behind the scenes. Make
it clear that you aren't there to spy - you're just trying to help out the school
community.

Take Attendance Seriously

It is important that they arrive at school on time every day, because having
to catch up with class work, projects, tests, and homework can be stressful
and interfere with learning. Teens may have many reasons for not wanting
to go to school - bullies, difficult assignments, low grades, social problems,
or issues with classmates or teachers. Talk with your teen - and then perhaps
with an administrator or school counselor - to find out more about what's
causing any anxiety.

Make Time to Talk About School

Make efforts to talk with your teen every day, so they know that what goes
on at school is important to you. When teens know their parents are interested
in their academic lives, they'll take school seriously as well.

*Adapted from KidsHealth

http://www.sd85.bc.ca/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/ABORIGINAL-EDUCATION-TEAM-2019-2020-1.PDF
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Did you know...

Grade 10

. English or English First Peoples 10

Grade 11

. English or English First Peoples 11

Grade 12

. English or English First Peoples 12

Dogwood Diploma

There are approximately 600 Aboriginal students in SD85 that Graduation Requirement

. Mathematics 10

: o,
. Science 10
@ social Studies 10

. Career Life Education

. Physical and Health Education 10

DOGWOOD
DIPLOMA

GRADUATION
CHECK LISTT

. Arts Education or Applied Design, Skills and Technology 10, 11 or 12

. Career Life Connections

. . . 3 Grade 12 Electives

@ Mathematics 11or12 @) Science Tor 12 @) Social Studies 11 or 12

Q@ ©® @ @ ::dditional Grade 10, 11 or 12 Electives

make up nearly 50% of the total district population. Aboriginal
students are First Nations, Metis and Inuit. The purpose of
the graduation guide is to support students on the path to
graduation with purpose, dignity and options.

Many Aboriginal Education services are available to students
to support them on their path to graduation.

Please connect with your school's Aboriginal Education team
to learn about school, community and district supports.

Assessment Form

80 credits are required in Grades 10 - 12
(equivalent to 20 - 4 credit courses).
A minimum of 16 credits are required at the Grade 12 level.

52 of total credits are REQUIRED courses, including:

REQUIRED COURSES CREDIT COMPLETED

) ) English 10 (2 - 2 credit English 10 courses) 4
- . . . 0Of the five courses required for the Adult Dogwood, at least English 11 4
Prov'nc'al ‘ Graduation Numeracy Assessment 10 The BC Certificate of Graduation, or Dogwood DIO|0ma, is awar.ded three must be Completed after the adult student has entered Endlish 12 i —
. to students who successfully complete the provincial graduation he Adult Graduation P ither th h I t g_ . J—
Graduat|0n . Graduation Literacy Assessment 10 requirements. To graduate, students require at least 80 credits total. t. e Adu ; radua .|0n roquam' either through enrolimen Social Studies 10 4 L
www.sd85.bc.ca e 52 core credits and 28 elective credits are required. (instruction) or Prior Learning Assessment. Social Studies 11 (or equivalent Social Studies course) 4 .
Assessments @ Graduation Literacy Assessment 12 Each selection counts as 4 credits. ©2020 Adult learners are not required to complete the Graduation Science 10 4 o
Numeracy or Literacy Assessments to graduate with the Adult Science 11 or 12 4 .
. . . Dogwood. At the same time, adult learners should be aware Mathematics 10 4 o
Certicates of Graduation Some thmgs to remember... that some post-secondary institutions may require that students Mathematics 11 or 12 4 _
. . write assessments/examinations for admission purposes. Physical Education 10 4 _
BC Certificate/Dogwood Diploma The Ceremony Fine Arts or Applied Skills 10, 11 or 12 4 L
- . . Career Life Connections + Capstone 4
The BC Certificate of Graduation or "Dogwood Diploma" is awarded to students There's no greater recognition of a graduate's achievements than External Credentials (credits) Career Life Education P 4 —

who successfully complete the provincial graduation requirements.
Students graduating after June 30, 2018 are on the new Graduation Program.
To graduate, they require at least 80 credits total.

a high school graduation ceremony, or commencement. Diplomas
are handed out to graduating seniors and the speakers selected
for this event often include elder’s, community dignitaries, alumni,
students and a member of our Aboriginal education team. The

Students can earn external credits by taking courses, programs,
or activities that fall outside the normal school curriculum.
Courses must meet specific criteria in order to be authorized
as an external credit course.

TOTAL REQUIRED CREDITS: 52
ELECTIVE COURSES COMPLETED

Adult Dogwood Diploma valedictorian who is selected by students usually speaks as well. () credits
Many schools have to restrict attendance for space reasons. . . . _
The Adult Dogwood Diploma is designed for adult learners 18 years and older. Make sure to check with your school to see if there will be Some External Credit Programs include () credits —
Adults may take courses leading to Dogwood Diploma or Adult Dogwood limitations on the number of people you can invite to the ceremony. » Canadian Forces Program ()credits _
Diploma. . . * Red Cross First Aid Instructor or Water Safety Instructor ()credits L
To gradue_ate with an Adult Dogwood, students must have: The Celebration « Girl Guides Canada () credits
* Arequired Language Arts 12 course _— « Scouts Canada —
. . . . " - dit:
A Math 11 or 12 course . . . Itis likely that your school will organize a class party or “lock-in * Team BC in Indigenous Games - eligible for Athletic 11 Credits (- Jore " —
e At least three additional Grade 12 electives, or a Grade 11 Socials Studies to help graduates celebrate in a safe environment where there is () credits

course and two additional Grade 12 electives
Courses and credits can be counted from either or both the public secondary
and post-secondary systems.

Evergreen Certificate @

The School Completion (“Evergreen”) Certificate is intended to celebrate success
in learning that is not recognized in a Certificate of Graduation (Dogwood
Diploma).
It is used to recognize the accomplishments of students with special needs
and an Individual Education Plan, who have met the goals of their education
program, other than graduation (not all students with special needs should be
in an Evergreen Certificate Program.)
The Evergreen Certificate is not a graduation credential; students who receive
an Evergreen have not graduated. It is important that students and their parents
clearly understand that the Evergreen represents the completion of personal
learning goals but does not represent graduation.

All graduation or certificate programs in BC assist students to prepare for
formal education, for ongoing learning, for the workforce, or full participation
in society.

Aboriginal Education Enhancement Agreement Goals:

* The recognition and honoring of Aboriginal culture, history and values.

* To increase the level of academic success for our students.

* Inclusion of Aboriginal content in all subject areas and at all grade levels.

* To work together to foster success for Aboriginal students through relationship
building and partnerships with parents, families, and communities.

* All partners are committed to providing Aboriginal Students with a high level
of support and resources that encourage Language Revitalization.

no risk of drinking and driving. A graduation party also has the
benefit of being an inclusive event where no graduates end up
feeling left out on their special day.

Make it happen: Parent Volunteers

An event of this size takes a tremendous amount of volunteer
effort and coordination. Most school graduation parties are hosted
by volunteer parent committees. Parents / Guardians of all
graduates, are encouraged to participate in the graduation party
in some way.

First Nations Ceremony

The Kwakwaka'wakw Nations host a traditional gathering in their
communities for a celebration of achievement and cultural identity.

Scholarship Packages

You can check with the Aboriginal education team or your school
secretary/administrator to pick up a scholarship package in the spring.

Possible Fees to Expect

* Grad Photo
* Grad attire (suit / dress & shoes)
* Prom
* School grad fee
* Post-secondary application fee
*check with your Nation for sponsorship of these fees

Athletic Programs Credits are recognized in the
following categories

* Team BC Western Canada Summer Games

 Team BC North American Indigenous Games (NAIG)
* Team BC Canada Summer and Winter Games

e Sport Canada Athletic Assistant program

* Recognized Coach Programs

Please view the Ministry of Education website for the most
up-to-date list of organizations offering approved external
credentials:
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/education-training/k-
12/support/graduation/getting-credit-to-graduate/external-
credentials/organizations-offering-approved-external-credentials

Programs are available to both Dogwood Grad Programs
through North Island College and Vancouver Island University.
Please see an advisor in your school for more information.

‘Reach for the Stars’. Art by Vince Dumoulin - gifted to Graduation Class, 2020

TOTAL ELECTIVE CREDITS: 28
TOTAL CREDITS (Required & Elective):

QUICK CHECK

O 52 Credits from Required Courses

O 28 Credits from Elective Courses

O 8 Credits from Career Education Courses

O Provincial Literacy Assessment

O Provincial Numeracy Assessment

O 16 Credits at the Grade 12 level (including English 12)
O Fine Arts or Applied Skills Course (4 credits)

(This is a non-academic course such as an Arts, Foods,
Woodworking, Computers or Metalworking course)

SUBJECT TO CHANGE FOR GRADUATION.
Please visit www.curriculum.gov.bc.ca/graduation-info

THE FOLLOWING CAREER EDUCATION COURSES WILL BE USED IN ALL BC
SCHOOLS:

e Career Life Education

* Career Life Connections+Capstone

Note: The Social Studies 11 or 12 graduation requirement for students on the
new Graduation Program is flexible; any of the current or new Ministry Social
Studies 11 or 12 courses will meet the requirement.

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/education-training/k- 12 support/graduation




