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QUICK SCALE SUMMARY  
FULLY MEETS GRADE EXPECTATIONS 

GRADES 1 TO 4 
 

 
 Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 

Snapshot - I can write on my own and 
   it makes sense to others. 
 - I did most of it by myself. 
 

- I can write on my own and it 
   makes sense. 
- I use describing words and I 
   add detail. 
 

- My writing is easy to read  
  and makes sense. 
- All my ideas are about my 
  topic. 
- My writing flows; it is easy 
  to follow. 
- I have few errors. 

- My writing is easy to read 
  and understand. 
- I stay on topic. 
- My writing flows. 

Meaning - I wrote about one topic. 
- I added detail. 
 

- I write about myself and my 
   world. 
- I include feelings and  
   details. 

- I write about my 
   experiences. 
- I write about my thoughts 
  and feelings. 
- I give explanations, details, 
  and/or examples. 
 

- I used some of my own 
  ideas. 
- I included my opinions, 
  experiences, and feelings 
  with some supporting 
  details. 

Style - Sounds like I speak. 
- I have interesting  
   sentences. 
 

- I write the way I speak. 
- I use describing language. 
- I use short and long  
   sentences. 

- I use interesting, powerful 
  words. 
- I write some long sentences 
  and some short sentences. 
- My sentences make sense. 
 

- I tried to use interesting 
  vocabulary. 
- All of my sentences are  
  complete. 
- I used different types of 
  sentences. 

Form - I used what I learned. 
- My writing makes sense to 
   others. 

- The first sentence tells what 
   my writing is about. 
- I added details about the 
  topic sentence. 
- I use different connecting 
  words in the right places. 

- I have a topic sentence. 
- I stay on topic. 
- My ideas flow in order. 
- I use a variety of linking 
  words. 
- I have an ending which 
  supports my beginning. 
- I’m experimenting with 
  paragraphs. 

- I have an interesting topic 
  sentence. 
- I have a beginning, middle 
  and ending. 
- My writing usually stays 
  on topic. 
- I sometimes organize my 
  writing into paragraphs. 
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Conventions - I use capital letters and 
   small letters. 
 - My printing is neat. 
 - I sound out words I don’t  
   know. 
 - I spell many words  
   correctly. 
 - I use punctuation. 
 - I always remember word 
   spaces. 

- Most of my sentences are 
  complete. 
- I use what I know to sound  
  out words.  Other people  
  can read my words. 
- Most common words are 
  spelled correctly. 

- My writing is easy to read. 
- My spelling is usually  
  correct. 
- I use periods and capitals,  
  question marks and  
  exclamation marks. 
- I am experimenting with 
  commas and quotation  
  marks. 
- My words fit together 
  (grammar and tenses). 
    
 

-  My writing is easy to  
  read. 
- I make few mistakes with 
  spelling, punctuation 
  and capitals. 
- My words fit together 
  (grammar and tenses). 
 

 


